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Matthew 22:23-33 
 
Verse 23 
That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 
him with a question. 

• In Matthew 22:15-22, it was the Pharisees and the Herodians that 
came to Jesus with a question. While they pretended to be interested 
in Jesus’ opinion on the matter of paying taxes, they were not. The 
question was a trap that was designed to discredit Jesus (See 
exegetical notes on Matthew 22:15-22). Their trap failed. 

• The Sadducees were the opposite party among the Jews. They were 
more theologically liberal and worldly than the Pharisees. They were 
more likely to cooperate with the Romans. They denied the existence 
of any form of after-life. According to them, there was no heaven or 
hell. They denied the existence of angels or any form of spirit life. 

• After the plot of the Pharisees and the Herodians failed to discredit 
Jesus in the eyes of the people, the Sadducees decided to take a shot at 
him. Like the others, they came to Jesus with a question that was 
designed to trip him up, not because they were interested in his 
answer. 

 
Verse 24 
“Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having 
children, his brother must marry the widow and have children for him. 

• The reference is to Deuteronomy 25:5-6. This is known as the “Law 
of Levirate Marriage.” The word “levirate” is the Latin word for 
brother-in-law. In order to protect the widow of his brother and his 
brother’s property rights, if a man’s brother died childless, it was his 
obligation to “marry” the widow. The first child of their union would 
be considered the child of the deceased brother and would inherit the 
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property of the deceased. We know from the book of Ruth and this 
passage, that this law was followed in Israel to insure the care of 
widows and to preserve property rights. 

  
Verse 25 
“Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one married and died, 
and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 

• The Sadducees are setting Jesus a case to test him. The case has no 
basis in fact. They have made all this up to trap Jesus. 

• In their story, a man with six brothers married and then died childless. 
According to the Law of Levirate Marriage, the dead man’s next 
oldest brother inherited the widow.  

 
Verse 26 
“The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on down 
to the seventh. 

• Over time each of the brothers inherited the first brother’s widow 
because each of them died childless after marrying her.  

 
Verse 27 
“Finally, the woman died. 

• At last, the widow of the seven brothers also died. 
  

Verse 28 
“Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since 
all of them were married to her?” 

• At last, we get to the question. Remember that the Sadducees denied 
that there would be a resurrection. They knew that Jesus said there 
would be. What they hoped to do was put him in a difficult situation 
that would show how unreasonable his position was. They believed 
that this question would do that. 

• There are many issues raised by the situation that the Sadducees 
presented to Jesus, like the fairness of passing a woman from man to 
man without even considering her feelings, etc. None of these issues 
concern the Sadducees and, therefore, are not the concern of this 
story. The Sadducees were simply interested in putting Jesus in a 
difficult spot. They thought his position on the resurrection to be 
unreasonable and assumed that his answer to their question would 
expose him as a fraud to the people.  
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Verse 29 
Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or 
the power of God. 

• Unlike the Pharisees, but like liberal theologians in our own time, the 
theories of the Sadducees were not based on the Bible. They were 
scientific and rational in their approach to the word of God. Jesus’ 
comment in addressing them exposes the weakness of their position. 
Because they do not believe the Scriptures to be literally true, they 
underestimate the power of God. They do not believe that God can do 
the things the Bible says he can do. 

 
Verse 30 
“At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; 
they will be like the angels in heaven. 

• Jesus explained that when people are resurrected, marriage would be 
obsolete. People will not marry or be bound by marriage in heaven. 
This is because the saints will be like angels. They will not produce 
offspring. Therefore, the case put to him by the Sadducees is of no 
importance. 

• Notice that Jesus’ reply concedes the resurrection of the dead, the 
existence of heaven, and the existence of angels, all of which the 
Sadducees denied. 

 
Verse 31-32 
 “ But about the resurrection of the dead --- have you not read 
what God said to you, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 

• The tense of the verb, “I am,” is present. The quotation is from 
Exodus 3:8. There, God introduces himself to Moses as the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. All three of these men died hundreds of 
years before the event described in Exodus 3. However, God uses a 
present tense verb to describe his relationship to them.  Therefore, 
they must still be alive. And if they are alive after they died, there 
must be a resurrection, because God is not the God of the dead but of 
the living. 

 
Verse 33 
When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 
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• The purpose of the Sadducees was to discredit Jesus before the 
people. However, exactly the opposite occurred, the people were 
amazed at the way Jesus responded.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The God of the Living. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone.) 
 
 


