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Leviticus 15:1-33 

 

Verse 1-12 
YHWH said to Moses and Aaron, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 
‘When any man has a bodily discharge, the discharge is unclean. Whether 
it continues flowing from his body or is blocked, it will make him unclean. 
This is how his discharge will bring about uncleanness: Any bed the man 
with a discharge lies on will be unclean, and anything he sits on will be 
unclean. Anyone who touches his bed must wash his clothes and bathe 
with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whoever sits on anything 
that the man with a discharge sat on must wash his clothes and bathe with 
water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whoever touches the man who 
has a discharge must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be 
unclean till evening. If the man with the discharge spits on someone who 
is clean, that person must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 
will be unclean till evening. Everything the man sits on when riding will be 
unclean, and whoever touches any of the things that were under him will 
be unclean till evening; whoever picks up those things must wash his 
clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Anyone 
the man with a discharge touches without rinsing his hands with water 
must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till 
evening. A clay pot that the man touches must be broken, and any wooden 
article is to be rinsed with water.’”   

• The word translated “bodily discharge” by the NIV Bible literally 
means “a flow of liquid.” It can be a flow of water or of any other 
liquid. 

• In this first section, the flow of liquid is from a male as the result of 
sickness. It would include any flow of liquid from diarrhea to the 
discharge from a sore or wound. Any such flow renders the man from 
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whom it came and anything or anybody who came in contact with the 
discharge or the person ceremonially unclean.   

• The concern here is personal hygiene. In an age when people did not 
understand the importance of personal cleanness, hand washing, etc., 
God instructed the Israelites to practice washing of hands, clothes, 
etc., and the importance of limiting contact with sick people and 
bodily discharges. They were instructed to take this precaution so as 
to limit exposure to disease. 

 
Verse 13-15 
“‘When a man is cleansed from his discharge, he is to count off seven 
days for his ceremonial cleansing; he must wash his clothes and bathe 
himself with fresh water, and he will be clean. On the eighth day he must 
take two doves or two young pigeons and come before the Lord to the 
entrance of the Tent of Meeting and give them to the priest. The priest is to 
sacrifice them, the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering. In this way he will make atonement before YHWH for the man 
because of his discharge.’” 

• Illness, the cause of most bodily discharges, is always the result of sin. 
Therefore, the person who suffers from this thing must make 
atonement before God.  

• Healing from illness is always a gift from God. Therefore, the person 
healed from any illness should always thank God. 

 
Verse 16-18 
“‘When a man has an emission of semen, he must bathe his whole body 
with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Any clothing or leather 
that has semen on it must be washed with water, and it will be unclean till 
evening. When a man lies with a woman and there is an emission of 
semen, both must bathe with water and they will be unclean till evening.’” 

• Semen is a special category of male discharge. Since it is a discharge, 
and it was important to keep oneself clean from bodily discharges, the 
man who has such a discharge and the woman he lies with must both 
wash with water. Any object which comes in contact with an emission 
of semen must be washed. However, since sex is not regarded by God 
as sinful within marriage, no offerings are required.  
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Verse 19-24 
“‘When a woman has her regular flow of blood, the impurity of her 
monthly period will last seven days, and anyone who touches her will be 
unclean till evening. Anything she lies on during her period will be 
unclean, and anything she sits on will be unclean. Whoever touches her 
bed must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be unclean till 
evening. Whoever touches anything she sits on must wash his clothes and 
bathe with water, and he will be unclean till evening. Whether it is the bed 
or anything she was sitting on, when anyone touches it, he will be unclean 
till evening. If a man lies with her and her monthly flow touches him, he 
will be unclean for seven days; any bed he lies on will be unclean.’”  

• God created a woman’s body to work in the way it does. These 
regulations recognize that during this time she needs rest and quiet. 
Therefore, each month during her regular flow, she was given a time 
of rest for seven days.  

• If her husband forced her to have intercourse with him during that 
time, he too was unclean for seven days and could have no contact 
with other people. 

• No sacrifices are required for the woman to atone for sin once her 
period has ended. This is because this flow was not considered sinful. 
 

 Verse 25-30 
“‘When a woman has a discharge of blood for many days at a time other 
than her monthly period or has a discharge that continues beyond her 
period, she will be unclean as long as she has the discharge, just as in the 
days of her period. Any bed she lies on while her discharge continues will 
be unclean, as is her bed during her monthly period, and anything she sits 
on will be unclean, as during her period. Whoever touches them will be 
unclean; he must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he will be 
unclean till evening. When she is cleansed from her discharge, she must 
count off seven days, and after that she will be ceremonially clean. On the 
eighth day she must take two doves or two young pigeons and bring them 
to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. The priest is to 
sacrifice one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. In this 
way he will make atonement for her before YHWH for the uncleanness of 
her discharge.’”  

• A hemorrhage was the result of a physical malfunction in a woman’s 
body or a disease. This bodily discharge made her ceremonially 
unclean for as long as it occurred. 
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• When she was healed of it, she was required to make offerings to 
atone for sin, the cause of disease, and to thank God for the gift of 
healing.  

  
Verse 31-33 
“‘You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them 
unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling 
place, which is among them.’” These are the regulations for a man with a 
discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen, for a 
woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, 
and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean. 

• God is concerned that his people be protected from anything that 
would alienate them from him or keep them from entering his 
presence. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Personal Sanctity. They have 
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Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
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