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Leviticus 2:1-16 
 
(The grain discussed in this chapter is the only bloodless offering.)  
 
Verse 1-3 
When someone brings a grain offering to YHWH, his offering is to be of 
fine flour. He is to pour oil on it, put incense on it and take it to Aaron’s 
sons the priests. The priest shall take a handful of the fine flour and oil, 
together with all the incense, and burn this as a memorial portion on the 
altar, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to YHWH. The rest of 
the grain offering belongs to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of 
the offerings made to YHWH by fire. 

• The second voluntary offering which the Hebrews were encouraged to 
make was an offering of grain. The first form of grain that could be 
presented was finely ground flour. This would be highest quality 
flour, the best flour available. The exact amount of fine flour the 
offering was to include is found in Numbers 28. 

• The fine flour was to be mixed with oil, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, 
and offered to the priest with incense, most likely frankincense.  

• The priest was instructed to take a handful of the flour/oil mixture 
along with all of the incense and offer this to God by burning it on the 
altar. This handful was considered the “memorial portion.” 

• The rest of the flour/oil mixture was given to the priests to eat, but 
they were only permitted to eat it within the courts of the Tent of 
Meeting and it could not be shared with anyone else but another priest 
(Lev. 6:16). Even the portion given to the priests was sacred and could 
not be misused. 
 

Verse 4 
If you bring a grain offering baked in an oven, it is to consist of fine flour 
cakes made without yeast and mixed with oil, or wafers made without yeast 
and spread with oil.   



• The second acceptable form for the grain offering is a cake or wafer 
baked at home and brought to the priest in finished form. These 
cakes/wafers are to be made without yeast. Yeast is forbidden on the 
altar because it is a symbol of sin and corruption. The cake is to be 
baked with oil. The wafer is to be brushed with oil.  
 

Verse 5-6 
If your grain offering is prepared on a griddle, it is to be made of fine 
flour mixed with oil, and without yeast. Crumble it and pour oil on it; it is 
a grain offering. 

• The third form in which a grain offering may be presented is as a 
cookie or pie crust prepared on a griddle. Again, it is to be made of 
fine flour and oil. It is to be broken up, sprinkled with oil and given to 
the priests to burn. 

  
Verse 7 
If your grain offering is cooked in a pan, it is to be made of fine flour and 
oil. 

• The grain may also be prepared in a pan before it is brought to the 
priests. 
  

Verse 8-10 
Bring the grain offering made of these things to YHWH; present it to the 
priest, who shall take it to the altar. He shall take out the memorial portion 
from the grain offering and burn it on the altar as an offering made by 
fire, an aroma pleasing to YHWH. The rest of the grain offering belongs 
to Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the offerings made to 
YHWH by fire. 

• After removing his portion from the grain offering, the priest was to 
burn it on the altar as a gift to God. 

 
Verse 11-12 
Every grain offering you bring to YHWH must be made without yeast, for 
you are not to burn away yeast or honey in an offering made to YHWH by 
fire. You may bring them to YHWH as an offering of the first fruits, but 
they are not to be offered on the altar as a pleasing aroma.  

• Yeast and honey are not to be used in preparing a grain offering. In 
ancient brewing formulas, honey was used as an aid to fermentation. 



It then worked as an agent of yeast, the symbol of sin and corruption. 
Therefore, it is forbidden from use of the altar. 

•  In the offering of firstfruits (see Lev. 23:10-11 and Ex. 23) both yeast 
and honey are acceptable.  

 
Verse 13 
Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the 
covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your 
offerings. 

• Salt is the symbol of permanence and immutability. It is added to the 
grain offering as a reminder of the unchanging nature of God and 
God’s covenant with his Israel.  

 
Verse 14-16 
If you bring a grain offering of firstfruits to YHWH, offer crushed heads 
of new grain roasted in the fire. Put oil and incense on it; it is a grain 
offering. The priest shall burn the memorial portion of the crushed grain 
and the oil, together with all the incense, as an offering made to YHWH by 
fire. 

• At the time of the year when the offering of firstfruits is made, part of 
the firstfruits offering may be made as a grain offering in the way 
described here. 
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