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I Corinthians 15:1-20  

 

Verse 1-2 
Now brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain. 

• As he begins to end his first letter to the church in Corinth, the 
Apostle Paul wants to return to the beginning, to the basic things 
which are the foundation of our faith in Jesus Christ.  

• It is these things which compose the gospel, the good news. And it is 
these things which Paul carefully explained to the Corinthians. He is 
concerned that they not give credence to false doctrines about 
Christianity, but stand firm on the foundational truths which he taught 
them. It is their belief in these truths that brings them salvation, for 
these truths lead to Jesus. 

 
Verse 3-8 
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 
living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one 
abnormally born.   

• Paul then repeats the basic points of his message: Jesus died for our 
sins, was buried, and arose from the dead. This is the basic message 
that all Christians must accept in order to receive Jesus as their Savior. 
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• He established two reliable witnesses to affirm these basic truths. The 
first of these witnesses is the Scriptures. He is referring to the Old 
Testament. His contention is that the Old Testament teaches these 
things about Israel’s Messiah. Paul specifically contends that the Old 
Testament teaches that the Messiah will die for our sins, and he will 
rise from the dead. The second witness Paul claims is the testimony of 
more than 500 eye witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection. One of those eye 
witnesses being Paul, himself.  
 

Verse 9-11 
 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No. I worked 
harder than all of them -- yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you 
believed.   

• Paul freely acknowledged that his persecution of the church, prior to 
his conversation, might, to some, eliminate him from the highest 
office in the church, apostle. However, despite his past, God had 
called him to that office. 

• He acknowledged that because of his past he felt very dependent on 
God’s grace and so tried to work hard to make up for what he had 
done before coming to faith in Christ. 

• He also acknowledged that the foundational gospel he gave to those in 
Corinth was in complete agreement with that preached by all of the 
other apostles. 
 

Verse 12-15 
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no 
resurrection of the dead then not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we 
have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did 
not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 

• Apparently, there are some in Corinth who are saying that there is no 
resurrection following death. Their argument is, apparently, that there 
is no life with God after we have died. 
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• Paul argues that this position renounces the basic foundational truth of 
the gospel that Jesus was raised from the dead. If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Jesus could not have been raised. 

• He argues that since he and the other apostles proclaim that God 
raised Jesus, they are all false witnesses if there is no resurrection of 
the dead for, in that case, Jesus was not raised as they said he was. 

 
Verse 16-19 
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And 
if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this 
life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

• If, in fact, one of the foundational truths upon which Christianity 
stands is removed or proven false, nothing remains and our belief in 
Jesus Christ serves no point. It is futile to trust in Jesus if the basic 
truths, one or all of them, are false. So if Jesus was not raised from the 
dead as the Bible says he was, our faith crumbles. If there is no 
resurrection, the Scripture cannot be trusted at all because it is wrong 
in this one essential thing. 

• If we believe in something which is false we are to be pitied beyond 
others because we have been deceived. 

 
Verse 20 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 

• Paul contends that the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead 
regardless of what some men may say, and that his resurrection opens 
the door to life to all those who believe in Jesus. Despite what men 
may say, the Bible stands as a reliable witness. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled About the Resurrection.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

  


