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Exodus 25:23-30  
 

Verse 23-24 
“Make a table of acacia wood -- two cubits long, a cubit wide and a 
cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold 
molding around it.” 
• The second piece of furniture God ordered for the Tabernacle was a 

table roughly the same size as our communion table. It was to be 
made of acacia wood and overlaid with pure gold. It was to have a 
molding around it so as to match that around the Ark of the Covenant.  

 
Verse 25 
“Also make around it a rim a hand-breadth wide and put a gold 
molding on the rim.” 
• The table was to have a decorative/practical rim around its edge much 

like a ship’s table. It was decorative in that it was of pure gold and 
made to match the molding of the table. It was practical in that it 
would keep things from falling off the edge of the table. 

 
Verse 26-28 
“Make four gold rings for the table and fasten them to the four corners, 
where the four legs are. The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the 
poles used in carrying the table. Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay 
them with gold and carry the table with them.”  
• As with the Ark of the Covenant, the table is to have brackets attached 

to its legs through which poles are placed to enable the table to be 
carried from place to place. These brackets are to be at the top of the 
table legs as opposed to at the foot of them as was the case with the 
Ark. 

• The brackets were to be made from pure gold. The poles were made 
of acacia wood overlaid with gold.  
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Verse 29 
“And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well as its pitchers and 
bowls for the pouring out of offerings. Put the bread of the Presence on 
this table to be before me at all times.” 

• The dishes and implements used on the table are to be made from pure 
gold. 

• The “Bread of the Presence” is to be kept on this table before the Lord 
at all times. The “Presence” referred to is the presence of the Lord. 
This Bread is to be kept in his presence. It consisted of twelve fresh 
loaves of bread. The loaves were not touched or eaten while in the 
presence of God. Fresh loaves were brought each day. The old loaves 
were given to the priest to eat after they had served their special 
function, but the bread had to be eaten in the Tabernacle because it 
was considered holy, set apart for God. 

• The “Bread of the Presence” was a continual and perpetual offering to 
God. Each loaf represented one of the twelve tribes of Israel. By 
offering its loaf that tribe was declaring that they recognized that all 
they had came from God. They were declaring that all blessings flow 
from God and that they were totally dependent upon God for 
everything they had. 

• Leviticus 24:5-9 discusses how the bread was to be made and 
displayed on the table. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Reminders of His Presence: The 
Table.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


