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(After the affirmation of the Covenant {See Exodus 24}, God set up a system 
of organized religion to help the Israelites remember the obligations of the 
Covenant to which they had agreed. This religion was centered in the 
Tabernacle and its furnishings. These items were to remind the people of 
God’s presence and of their obligation to listen to God and to obey him. The 
promise of God’s blessing was linked to listening to him and obeying him. 
In this chapter, God ordains the first priests. As we have seen in our study, 
the priests performed two essential functions: 1. they stood between God and 
the people essentially to offer sacrifice on behalf of the people so that the 
people could approach God; and 2. they administered the functioning of the 
religious system God had ordained.) 
 
Exodus 29:1-46  

 
Verse 1-3 
This is what you are to do to consecrate them, so they may serve me as 
priests: Take a young bull and two rams without defect. And from fine 
wheat flour, without yeast, make bread, and cakes mixed with oil, and 
wafers spread with oil. Put them in a basket and present them in it -- 
along with the bull and the two rams.  
• Certain items were to be brought to God as part of the ordination 

service of the first priests. These items are listed in these verses. These 
items will become the elements of sacrifice to God.    

 
Verse 4 
Then bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting 
and wash them with water.   
• After the components of the sacrifice have been presented to God, 

Aaron and his sons were brought to the entrance of God’s tent at the 
center of the camp. There, they were washed with water. This washing 
was a form of baptism. It symbolized their willingness to be made 
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pure so that they could perform the function to which God had called 
them.  

 
Verse 5-6 
Take the garments and dress Aaron with the tunic, the robe of the 
ephod, the ephod itself and the breastpiece. Fasten the ephod on him by 
its skillfully woven waistband. Put the turban on his head and attach 
the sacred diadem to the turban. 
• After the washing of his body, Aaron was to be dressed in the 

garments of his office, the garments described in Exodus 28.  
 
Verse 7 
Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring it on his head. 
• After being dressed in the robes of his office, Aaron was anointed 

with oil. The oil represented the Holy Spirit of God. By pouring it on 
Aaron’s head, the people were acknowledging that he was fit to hold 
the office to which he was called and invested with authority from 
God to perform that office. Symbolically, by this act, Aaron was 
invested with the power of God through the indwelling of the Spirit of 
God.  

 
Verse 8-9 
Bring his sons and dress them in tunics and put headbands on them. 
Then tie sashes on Aaron and his sons. The priesthood is theirs by a 
lasting ordinance. In this way you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.  
• Following Aaron’s anointing, his sons are brought forward and 

dressed in robes of office as his assistants. The robes are not as 
elegant and elaborate as Aaron’s. They are not anointed as he was. 
The authority of God is given to Aaron as the High Priest. The others 
serve as an extension of him. Apart from the High Priest, the other 
priests cannot function, or at least not properly so. The authority of 
their office flows to them from God through the High Priest. The 
priesthood then is a united group. All the members of the group must 
be submitted to the head, for it is through him that they gain authority.  

 
Verse 10-14 
Bring the bull to the front of the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his 
sons shall lay their hands on its head. Slaughter it in YHWH’s 
presence at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Take some of the bull’s 
blood and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and pour out 
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the rest of it at the base of the altar. Then take all the fat around the 
inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both kidneys with the fat on 
them, and burn them on the altar. But burn the bull’s flesh and its hide 
and its offal outside the camp. It is a sin offering. 
• Following the investiture and the anointing, a sin offering is to be 

made. The bull presented at the beginning of the ceremony (See verse 
1) is brought to the door of the Tent of Meeting. Aaron and his sons 
lay their hands on the animal’s head, symbolically transferring their 
existing sin to it. It is then killed and butchered. Its blood is poured 
out. Some of the blood was put on the horns of the altar representing a 
plea from the sinners to YHWH for his help. The acceptable part of 
the bull was burned on the altar, the fat or choice parts. The rest of it 
was burned outside the city because it had been contaminated by the 
sin of the priests transferred to it. Thus, their sin was removed from 
them by the sacrifice. 

 
Verse 15-17 
Take one of the rams, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on 
its head. Slaughter it and take the blood and sprinkle it against the altar 
on all sides. Cut the ram into pieces and wash the inner parts and the 
legs, putting them with the head and the other pieces. Then burn the 
entire ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to YHWH, a pleasing 
aroma, an offering made to YHWH by fire. 
• After the sin offering, the first of the two rams presented in verse 1 is 

brought forward and slaughtered. It is divided into pieces. When a 
covenant is entered into, the parties attest to their sincerity in keeping 
the covenant in this way. Literally, they are saying that they should be 
treated as was the slaughtered animal if they do not keep the terms of 
the agreement.  

• After the ram was slaughtered it was to be burned as an offering to 
God. The ram, symbolizing the lives of those who offered it, was 
given as a gift to God that would please him just as was their lives.  

 
Verse 18-21 
Take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its 
head. Slaughter it, take some of its blood and put it on the lobes of the 
right ears of Aaron and his sons, on the thumbs of their right hands, 
and on the big toes of their right feet. Then sprinkle blood against the 
altar on all sides. And take some of the blood on the altar and some of 
the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments and on his 
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sons and their garments. Then he and his sons and their garments will 
be consecrated.  
• Next, the second ram was brought forward. Aaron and his sons 

establish that it represents their lives by laying hands on it as they did 
with the bull and the first ram. This ram was slaughtered as was the 
first. Some of its blood was put on the right ears of the priests 
symbolizing their commitment to listen to the instructions that come 
from God. More blood was put on their right thumbs and the big toes 
of their right feet. This symbolized their intention to do what they 
heard God tell them to do. As the first ram symbolized their lives 
offered to God, so the second was the symbol of their service to God. 
They would listen to him and obey him. 

• The blood on the altar is that of the bull and the two rams. Mixed, this 
blood symbolizes the removal of their sin, the offering of their lives, 
and their dedicated service. The oil symbolizes the enabling power of 
God through the Holy Spirit. These mixed together are sprinkled on 
Aaron and his sons, thus consecrating them totally to the task to which 
God called them. 

 
Verse 22-25 
Take from this ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat around the inner parts, 
the covering of the liver, both kidneys with the fat on them, and the 
right thigh. (This is the ram for the ordination.) From the basket of 
bread made without yeast, which is before YHWH, take a loaf, and a 
cake made with oil, and a wafer. Put all these in the hands of Aaron 
and his sons and wave them before YHWH as a wave offering. Then 
take them from their hands and burn them on the altar along with the 
burnt offering for a pleasing aroma to YHWH, an offering made to 
YHWH by fire. 
• Next, a mixture of elements is combined. The fat of the animal 

represents the blessing of God. The grains and the oil represent the 
bounty of God. This is a thank you offering presented in 
acknowledgement of God’s abundant blessing and provision. Aaron 
and his sons acknowledge the good provision of God by offering it. 

• First, this offering is waved before the Lord. Lifting hands and waving 
them before the Lord has always been considered an act of high 
praise.  

• The offering is then placed with the first ram on the altar and offered 
as a pleasing gift to God. 
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Verse 26-28 
After you take the breast of the ram for Aaron’s ordination, wave it 
before YHWH as a wave offering, and it will be your share. Consecrate 
those parts of the ordination ram that belong to Aaron and his sons: 
the breast that was waved and the thigh that was presented. This is 
always to be the regular share from the Israelites for Aaron and his 
sons. It is the contribution the Israelites are to make to YHWH from 
their fellowship offerings. 

• Whenever a fellowship offering was made, an offering which was 
a free act of praise to God for his provision, the priest was given a 
portion of the offering. In this way, the priest was provided for by 
the gift of God.  

• At their ordination, Aaron and his sons vowed to listen to God and 
obey him. As a result they were blessed by this gift from God. 

 
Verse 29-30 
Aaron’s sacred garments will belong to his descendants so that they 
can be anointed and ordained in them. The son who succeeds him as 
priest and comes to the Tent of Meeting to minister in the Holy Place is 
to wear them seven days. 

• The High Priest’s garments are the property of the High Priest’s 
family. The office was to be passed down from Aaron to his sons. 
At each ordination the new High Priest was to wear Aaron’s robes. 
The same robes were to be worn whenever the High Priest entered 
the presence of God. 

 
Verse 31-34 
Take the ram for the ordination and cook the meat in a sacred place. At 
the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, Aaron and his sons are to eat the 
meat of the ram and the bread that is in the basket. They are to eat 
these offerings by which atonement was made for their ordination and 
consecration. But no one else may eat them, because they are sacred. 
And if any of the meat of the ordination ram or any bread is left over 
till morning, burn it up. It must not be eaten, because it is sacred. 

• The portion of the second ram, the ordination ram, that was given 
to Aaron was to be cooked in the Tabernacle court yard and eaten 
by Aaron and his son at the door to the Tent of Meeting. No one 
but the priests was invited to eat the meat of the ordination ram and 
any leftovers were to be burned in the morning. 
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Verse 35-37 
Do for Aaron and his sons everything I have commanded you, taking 
seven days to ordain them. Sacrifice a bull each day as a sin offering to 
make atonement. Purify the altar by making atonement for it, and 
anoint it to consecrate it. For seven days make atonement for the altar 
and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, and whatever 
touches it will be holy. 

• The service of ordination for the priests is to last for seven days. 
• In addition to the ordination offerings, each day a bull is to be 

sacrificed to make atonement for the altar itself. In this way, any 
sin related impurity related to the altar or imperfection in its 
construction will be removed from it making the altar holy to 
YHWH. 

 
Verse 38-41 
This is what you are to offer on the altar regularly each day: two lambs 
a year old. Offer one in the morning and the other at twilight. With the 
first lamb offer a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a quarter 
of a hin of oil from pressed olives, and a quarter of a hin of wine as a 
drink offering. Sacrifice the other lamb at twilight with the same grain 
offering and its drink offering as in the morning -- a pleasing aroma, 
an offering made to YHWH by fire. 

• These are the daily offerings which the priests were to offer. This 
is a thank you offering given to God in praise for his provision. 

 
Verse 42-43 
For the generations to come, this burnt offering is to be made regularly 
at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before YHWH. There I will meet 
you and speak to you; there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the 
place will be consecrated by my glory. 

• The daily offerings are to be made as instructed everyday into the 
future.  

• God promises to meet with Moses and with Israel at the doorway 
to the Tent of Meeting. 

• God says that this spot will be made holy by the glory of God. 
  

Verse 44-46 
So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will 
consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. Then I will dwell 
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among the Israelites and be their God. They will know that I am 
YHWH their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell 
among them. I am YHWH their God. 

• God declares that he created this religious system composed of 
hallowed places and hallowed people to remind Israel of his 
decision to live among them and to deliver them from Egypt. 
When they see these sacred things they will remember that God 
saved them. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Consecrated to the Lord.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


