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Exodus 9:22-35 

 
Verse 22 
Then YHWH said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so 
that hail will fall all over Egypt -- on men and animals and on 
everything growing in the fields of Egypt.”     
• Having explained everything in detail to Pharaoh, and having given 

Pharaoh one more chance to do as He commanded, Pharaoh is now to 
receive the consequences of his choice not to obey God. (See 
exegetical notes for Exodus 9:13-21.)  

• The consequences will be a hailstorm of unequaled proportion that 
will fall on Egypt destroying anything that is left in the fields and 
every crop that is ready for harvest. 

 
   Verse 23-24 

When Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky, YHWH sent 
thunder and hail, and lightning flashed down to the ground. So YHWH 
rained hail on the land of Egypt; hail fell and lightning flashed back 
and forth. It was the worst storm in all the land of Egypt since it had 
become a nation.  

� Dramatically, Moses stretched out his staff toward the sky. As he 
did so the storm began with a great display of noise and light. The 
lightning struck the ground and then ran across the sky in every 
direction. Hail began to fall. It was the most dramatic storm Egypt 
had ever beheld in her entire history as a nation. 

 
   Verse 25-26 

Throughout Egypt hail struck everything in the fields -- both men and 
animals; it beat down everything growing in the fields and stripped 
every tree. The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where 
the Israelites lived. 



• Egypt was devastated by the storm. Everything that was unprotected 
from the hail was destroyed. 

• However, in the Egyptian province that had been given to Joseph, 
Goshen, no hail fell.  

 
Verse 27-28 
Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have 
sinned,” he said to them. “YHWH is in the right, and I and my people 
are in the wrong. Pray to YHWH, for we have had enough thunder and 
hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.”  
• Pharaoh’s hard heart was softened by this terrible storm and its 

devastation. He was broken by it, confessed his sin against YHWH 
and agreed to allow Israel to leave Egypt as God had demanded.  

 
Verse 29-30 
Moses replied, “When I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my 
hands in prayer to YHWH. The thunder will stop and there will be no 
more hail, so you may know that the earth is YHWH’s. But I know that 
you and your officials still do not fear YHWH 
• Though Pharaoh has said the right words and the storm will stop, 

Moses knew that Pharaoh had said the right words only to stop the 
storm. Moses knew that Pharaoh’s confession was only a game and 
that, in truth, his heart had not really changed.  

 
Verse 31-35 
(The flax and the barley were destroyed, since the barley had headed 
and the flax was in bloom. The wheat and spelt, however, were not 
destroyed, because they ripen later.) Then Moses left Pharaoh and went 
out of the city. He spread out his hands toward YHWH; the thunder 
and hail stopped, and the rain no longer poured down on the land. 
When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and thunder had stopped, he 
sinned again: He and his officials hardened their hearts. So Pharaoh’s 
heart was hard and he would not let the Israelites go, just as YHWH 
had said through Moses. 
• Not all of the crops in the fields were completely destroyed. The hail 

fell on everything that was in the fields as God had said. However, in 
his mercy God did not destroy everything. Those crops which were 
not ready for harvest at the time of the storm recovered from the hail 
and produced fruit. 



• Moses was true to his word. Even though he knew that Pharaoh’s 
repentance was insincere and would be short-lived, he did as he said 
he would do. He prayed for God to end the storm. When he prayed to 
God, God ended the storm. 

• As soon as Pharaoh saw that the storm was over, he changed his mind 
and would not let the Israelites go. Even though he pretended to have 
a heart which was willing to be obedient to YHWH, he was quick to 
harden his heart to YHWH when the threat/crisis ended.  
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