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Haggai 1:1-15 
 
Verse 1-2a 
In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the 
word of YHWH came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel, son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah and to Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest: This is what YHWH Almighty says:   

• Haggai was the first prophet to speak in Israel after the exile. The 
prophecies contained in the book of Haggai were recorded between 
August and December 520BC based on the dates contained in the 
book.  

• The people of Israel had been allowed to return to Israel and to rebuild 
Jerusalem. But they had neglected the rebuilding of God’s house, the 
Temple, for 15 years. The Holy Spirit of God called Haggai to speak 
to this neglect and to call Israel to rebuild the Temple to honor God. 

• The first words of the prophecy are addressed to Zerubbabel, the 
governor of Judea and to Joshua, Israel’s high priest. 

• The Hebrew name, Haggai, means celebration or feast.  
 

Verse 2b 
“These people say, ‘The time has not yet come for YHWH’s house to be 
built.’” 

• Notice that God does not say, “MY people.” The prophet quotes God  
by calling the people of Israel, “THESE people.” This is an indication of 
God’s rejection of them because of their neglect of the Temple. The 
foundation for the new Temple had been laid in 536BC. But powerful 
opposition to the project had arisen from both within and outside of 
Judah. So to appease strong political pressure, the Hebrews had given up 
on the project. And now, 15 years later, the project was still not resumed. 
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Verse 3 
Then the word of YHWH came through the prophet Haggai: “Is it a time 
for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?”  

• Since having abandoned the rebuilding of the Temple, the people had 
rebuilt their own homes. The opening word of God asks them to 
consider if it is right for them to live in their fine house without 
rebuilding the house of God. While the question is rhetorical, the 
answer is obvious. This situation cannot be pleasing to God. 

 
Verse 4 
Now this is what YHWH Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 
ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never 
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You earn wages, only to 
put them in a purse with holes in it.” 

• God suggests that Israel take a careful look at her situation. Though 
she works hard at everything she does, there is never enough. There is 
no blessing in it. There is not enough food. There is not enough to 
drink. There is not enough money to pay the bills. 

 
Verse 5-11 
This is what YHWH Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 
Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so 
that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says YHWH. “You 
expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I 
blew away. Why?” declares YHWH Almighty, “Because of my house, 
which remains a ruin while each of you is busy with his own house. 
Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the 
earth its crops. I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on 
the grain, the new wine, the oil, and whatever the ground produces, on 
men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands.” 

• For a second time God calls on the people of Judah to consider what 
they are doing. They fail to understand that the hard times they are 
experiencing are a direct consequence of their misplaced priorities. 
They are struggling because they have yielded to pressure and so have 
failed to put God first in their lives. God is using the hard times to get 
their attention. But they do not yet see what is happening. They do not 
understand that the hard times are the direct result of their failure to 
put God first in their lives. 
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Verse 12 
Then Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and the WHOLE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE obeyed the voice 
of YHWH their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because 
YHWH their God had sent him. And the people feared YHWH. 

• When the people took a careful look at what they were doing, 
according to the instruction of the prophet, they realized that their 
behavior was offensive to God and that their priorities were out of 
line. They repented and desired to obey God. 

 
Verse 13-15 
Then Haggai, YHWH’s messenger, gave this message of YHWH to the 
people: “I am with you,” declares YHWH. So YHWH stirred up the spirit 
of Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of 
Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole 
remnant of the people. They came and began to work on the house of 
YHWH Almighty, their God, on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month 
in the second year of King Darius. 

• The leaders of the people and the people themselves were stirred up 
by the Holy Spirit of God. They immediately reset their priorities and 
began to work on building the Temple so as to honor God. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  For the Honor of God.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
 
 
  

 
 


