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Leviticus 1:1-17 
 
Introduction 
The Book of Leviticus was dictated by God directly to his servant Moses at 
the beginning of the second year of the Exodus. The Tabernacle, the tent in 
which God’s presence was proclaimed to Israel and where Israel was to 
come before YHWH had been completed according to the specifications 
God had given Moses. Before the people could enter this holy place they 
needed to prepare themselves to be in the presence of a holy God. God 
called upon them to be holy as he was holy both in their personal living and 
in the practices used to honor him in the Tabernacle. The book of Leviticus 
tells God’s people how to appreciate holiness and how to appropriate it 
into their daily lives.  
 
In a world such as ours where people pursue happiness and not holiness and 
in which the Church has sought to oblige the culture rather than pursue 
Biblical holiness, the lessons from the book of Leviticus are timely and 
extremely important. As the great Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 

“Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify 
ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, 

perfecting holiness out of reference for God.” 
2 Corinthians 7:1 

The Great Apostle Peter reminds us that God calls us to 
“Be holy, because God is holy.” 

1 Peter 1:16 
This is the message of the book of Leviticus.  

 
There are five basic themes which the book of Leviticus explores: 

1. A Holy God 
2. A Holy Priesthood 
3. A Holy People 
4. A Holy Land 



5. A Holy Savior 
 
 
Chapter 1:1-17  
(The first chapter of Leviticus teaches about the “Burnt Offering,” an 
offering that is made to allow a sinful person to enter the presence of a holy 
God.)  
 
Verse 1-2 
YHWH called to Moses and spoke to him from the Tent of Meeting. He 
said, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them, ‘When any of you brings an 
offering to YHWH, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd 
or the flock.’ 

• God had taken his place in the Tent of Meeting. This was the dwelling 
place he had instructed Moses to build in which he would abide. God 
speaks to Moses from this tent to show Moses and all Israel that he is 
faithful. He promised to abide in their midst in this place and he does. 

• The first instructions that God gives to the Israelites from the Tent of 
Meeting concern the offering that they make upon approaching him in 
the Tent of Meeting. If an Israelite wishes to approach God, he may 
come to the tent with an offering. This offering is to be an animal 
chosen from the herd or the flock.  
 

Verse 3 
‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male 
without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting so 
that it will be acceptable to YHWH.’  

• If the Israelite is wealthy enough to afford it, his offering is to be a 
bull with nothing wrong with it. 

• It is to be brought to the door of the tent for inspection by the priest. 
The inspection will determine the acceptability of the offering. 

• The Hebrew word translated “burnt” means to rise or ascend. The 
Hebrew word translated “offering” means to draw close. The words 
imply that the purpose of this offering is to rise before God to declare 
to him that the giver wishes to draw closer to YHWH. 

• This offering is not required unless the giver wants to draw closer to 
God. However, if the giver chooses to draw closer to God, this is the 
way he must do it. He must voluntarily make this offering. 
  



Verse 4 
‘He is to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be 
accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.’ 

• The giver of the offering puts his hand on the head of the animal to 
identify with the animal. He is indicating that he is making this 
offering to atone for his sins. He is literally transferring his personal 
sin to the animal. What should happen to him will now happen to the 
animal. The animal will pay the price of the giver’s sin. According to 
Isaiah and the book of Hebrews, Jesus became the sin offering for us 
when he died on the cross. He paid our debt, made atonement for us, 
so that we could draw close to God. The book of Hebrews explains 
that Jesus’ offering is once and for all because of the value of the 
offering. However, the offering of an animal in atonement needed to 
be repeated over and over, because the animal’s value was so far 
below that of the Son of God.  

 
Verse 5 
‘He is to slaughter the young bull before YHWH, and then Aaron’s sons 
the priests shall bring the blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all 
sides at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.’ 

• The giver slaughters the animal by cutting its throat. This is what 
should have happened to him because of his sin. “The wages of sin is 
death.” (Romans 6:23)  

• The priests collected the blood of the animal in a bowl and sprinkled it 
on the altar. Hebrews believed that the life of a living creature was in 
its blood. Life was sacred and so blood was sacred. The collecting of 
the blood was in remembrance that life was required to pay the price 
of sin. The sprinkling of the blood on the altar indicated God’s 
acceptance of the offering and his forgiveness of the giver’s sin. This 
is a picture of the spilling of Jesus’ blood through which we are 
forgiven. 

• This all happens at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting because 
without making atonement for his sins and receiving God’s 
forgiveness for them, the giver dare not enter into the presence of a 
holy God. 

 
Verse 6-9 
‘He is to skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieces. The sons of Aaron 
the priest are to put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. Then 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, including the head and 



the fat, on the burning wood that is on the altar. He is to wash the inner 
parts and the legs with water, and the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. 
It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to 
YHWH.’ 

• The giver was to skin the animal and give the hide to the priests as 
payment for their work in presenting the offering. 

• The animal was to be cut into pieces and all of it was to be put on the 
fire on the altar to be burnt. As the smoke rose, the offering would 
ascend before the Lord.  

• This offering would please God. Literally, it would “smell good” to 
him because it was the act by which atonement was made and 
forgiveness granted. 

 
Verse 10-13 
‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from either the sheep or 
the goats, he is to offer a male without defect. He is to slaughter it at the 
north side of the altar before YHWH, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall 
sprinkle its blood against the altar on all sides. He is to cut it into pieces, 
and the priest shall arrange them, including the head and the fat, on the 
burning wood that is on the altar. He is to wash the inner parts and the 
legs with water, and the priest is to bring all of it and burn it on the altar. 
It is a burnt offering, an offering made by fire, an aroma pleasing to 
YHWH.’ 

• If the giver cannot afford a bull, a goat or a lamb may be used instead. 
The animal is to be offered in exactly the same way as the bull. The 
meaning of the offering is exactly the same.  

 
Verse 14-17 
‘If the offering to YHWH is a burnt offering of birds, he is to offer a dove 
or a young pigeon. The priest shall bring it to the altar, wring off the head 
and burn it on the altar; its blood shall be drained out on the side of the 
altar. He is to remove the crop with its contents and throw it to the east 
side of the altar, where the ashes are. He shall tear it open by the wings, 
not severing it completely, and then the priest shall burn it on the wood 
that is on the fire on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering made by 
fire, an aroma pleasing to YHWH. 

• If the giver is too poor to afford at bull or a lamb or a goat, he may 
present a dove or a pigeon. While the bull is preferred, God makes it 
possible for a person to participate in this offering regardless of his 



income. However, it would not be acceptable if a man who could 
afford a bull gave only a dove. 

• The bird is divided differently than the bull or goat because it is 
smaller and is of a different kind. However, it is still split open and 
burned on the altar. As the crop of the bird could not be washed clean 
like the intestines of the bull and the lamb, it was discarded with the 
ashes from the altar. 

• The meaning of the offering of a bird was exactly the same as the 
offering of a bull or a goat. 
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