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Leviticus 10:1-20  

 

Verse 1 
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and 
added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before YHWH, contrary 
to his command. 

• Two of Aaron’s sons were not attentive to the instructions that God 
gave them through Moses. Nadab and Abihu did not follow the 
instructions that were given to them. They improvised. 

 
Verse 2-3 
So fire came out from the presence of YHWH and consumed them, and 
they died before YHWH. Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what YHWH 
spoke of when he said:  

‘Among those who approach me 
I will show myself holy; 

in the sight of all the people 
I will be honored.’” 

Aaron remained silent. 
• Nadab and Abihu were stricken by God for their disobedience and 

died within the Tent of Meeting before God. 
• The quotation references Exodus 19:22. God is honored by obedience.  
• Aaron was left speechless. His sons were guilty and he could offer no 

defense. The obligations of his office were driven home. God must be 
obeyed particularly by those he had set apart, the priests. On the day 
after their ordination Moses made it clear that God’s revelation is 
conditional upon obedience. These two priests missed that point 
entirely.  
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Verse 4-5 
 Moses summoned Mishael and Elzaphan, sons of Aaron’s uncle Uzziel, 
and said to them, “Come here; carry your cousins outside the camp, away 
from the front of the sanctuary.” So they came and carried them, still in 
their tunics, outside the camp, as Moses ordered 

• Nadab and Abihu were carried away by their cousins and left, 
unburied, outside the camp. Even in death the disobedient priests are 
given no honor.  
 

Verse 6-7 
Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not let 
your hair become unkempt, and do not tear your clothes, or you will die 
and YHWH will be angry with the whole community. But your relatives, 
all the house of Israel, may mourn for those YHWH has destroyed by fire. 
Do not leave the entrance to the Tent of Meeting or you will die, because 
YHWH’s anointing oil is on you. So they did as Moses said.  

• Aaron and his remaining sons are forbidden to mourn the death of the 
disobedience priests. (See 8:33. This happened during the week 
following the service of ordination. The priests were still being 
consecrated. They could not leave the Tent because God was still 
ordaining them and they could not mourn while being ordained.)  If 
they mourned, the priests would die and judgment would fall on the 
whole nation. 

• The rest of Aaron’s family and the whole nation of Israel were 
permitted to mourn the deaths of Nadab and Abihu. 

• Having witnessed what happened to disobedient priests, neither Aaron 
nor his sons objected to this restriction.  

 
Verse 8-11 
Then YHWH said to Aaron, “You and your sons are not to drink wine or 
other fermented dink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you 
will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You must 
distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and 
the clean, and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees YHWH has 
given through Moses.” 

• Apparently, Nadab and Abihu were drunk when they entered the Tent 
and did what they did. They were unable to make clear distinction 
between what was right and what was wrong. So, the priests were 
forbidden to drink when they were serving before God. 
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Verse 12-15 
Moses said to Aaron and his remaining sons, Eleazar and Ithamar, “Take 
the grain offering left over from the offerings made to YHWH by fire and 
eat it prepared without yeast beside the altar, for it is most holy. Eat it in a 
holy place, because it is your share and your sons’ share of the offerings 
made to YHWH by fire; for so I have been commanded. But you and your 
sons and your daughters may eat the breast that was waved and the thigh 
that was presented. Eat them in a ceremonially clean place; they have 
been given to you and your children as your share of the Israelites’ 
fellowship offerings. The thigh that was presented and the breast that was 
waved must be brought with the fat portions of the offerings made by fire, 
to be waved before YHWH as a wave offering. This will be the regular 
share for you and your children, as YHWH has commanded.” 

• Moses urges Aaron and his sons to go back to work. Despite the 
horrible circumstances, Moses wants things to return to normal as 
quickly as possible. He realizes that what happened was because 
Nadab and Abihu disobeyed YHWH, and he does not want that to 
happen again. He urges Aaron to do just as God has said. 

 
Verse 16-18 
When Moses inquired about the goat of the sin offering and found that it 
had been burned up, he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron’s 
remaining sons, and asked, “Why didn’t you eat the sin offering in the 
sanctuary area? It is most holy; it was given to you to take away the guilt 
of the community by making atonement for them before YHWH. Since its 
blood was not taken into the Holy Place, you should have eaten the goat in 
the sanctuary area, as I commanded.” 

• Moses later inquired to see if Aaron and his sons were doing as he 
instructed them to do. He was angered because he discovered that the 
priests had not followed his instructions. He was concerned with their 
safety because they were not doing as God had commanded in this 
specific matter. So he confronted them to discover why they were not 
doing as he had told them to. 

 
Verse 19-20 
Aaron replied to Moses, “Today they sacrificed their sin offering and their 
burnt offering before YHWH, but such things as this have happened to 
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me. Would YHWH have been pleased if I had eaten the sin offering 
today?” When Moses heard this, he was satisfied. 

• In reply to Moses, Aaron explained that, given what had happened to 
him that day, his heart was not right before the Lord. He was obeying 
God’s command, so he was not mourning the death of his sons 
outwardly, but in his heart he grieved. Therefore, as God knows the 
heart of a man and considers the state of a man’s heart above his 
outward behavior, it would not have been right for him to eat the 
sacrifice given him by God that day. He examined his heart and found 
himself unfit to eat the meal God gave him. 

 
• Hearing the explanation, Moses was satisfied. 
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