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Leviticus 13:1-46 

 

Verse 1-3 
YHWH said to Moses and Aaron, “When anyone has a swelling or a rash 
or a bright spot on his skin that may become an infectious skin disease, he 
must be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons who is a priest. 
The priest is to examine the sore on his skin, and if the hair in the sore has 
turned white and the sore appears to be more than skin deep, it is an 
infectious skin disease. When the priest examines him, he shall pronounce 
him ceremonially unclean.”  

• The translation, “infectious skin disease” is confusing. Ancient people 
did not have a clear understanding of infection. The word literally 
means, “to strike.” It is the same word used later in this chapter for 
mildew. The difference being that the present manifestation is on 
human skin and not on an object. This is also the Hebrew word for 
leprosy.  However, here the word is not so specific. It does not simply 
mean what we today know as Hansen’s disease, leprosy. It refers to 
any skin disease that might spread to other parts of the body or to 
other people. The chief concern is to prevent the spreading of the 
condition.  

• Note that the priest, not the doctor, is the determining agent. And that 
the pronouncement made is that the victim is ceremonially unclean, 
not morally impure.  

 
Verse 4-6 
“If the spot on his skin is white but does not appear to be more than skin 
deep and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest is to put the infected 
person in isolation for seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to 
examine him, and if he sees that the sore is unchanged and has not spread 
in the skin, he is to keep him in isolation another seven days. On the 
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seventh day the priest is to examine him again, and if the sore has faded 
and has not spread in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is 
only a rash. The man must wash his clothes, and he will be clean.” 

• If the sore is not clearly “infectious,” the priest is to isolate the person 
for seven days. At the end of the seven days the person is to be 
examined by the priest again. If the situation remains questionable, the 
person is to be isolated for another period of seven days. If at the end 
of the second week of isolation the disease shows a sign of clearing up 
the priest is to pronounce the person clean. After washing their 
clothes, the person is free to return to his usual routine. 

• The precaution around this type of disease shows how concerned God 
was to prevent the spreading of such skin diseases among the 
Hebrews.  

 
Verse 7-8 
“But if the rash does spread in his skin after he has shown himself to the 
priest to be pronounced clean, he must appear before the priest again. The 
priest is to examine him, and if the rash has spread in the skin, he shall 
pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious disease.” 

• If, during the period of isolation, the disease spreads, the person must 
appear before the priest at the prescribed time. Under these 
circumstances the priest will declare that the person is ceremonially 
unclean and has an infectious skin disease. 

 
Verse 9-11 
“When anyone has an infectious skin disease, he must be brought to the 
priest. The priest is to examine him, and if there is a white swelling in the 
skin that has turned the hair white and if there is raw flesh in the swelling, 
it is a chronic skin disease and the priest shall pronounce him unclean. He 
is not to put him in isolation, because he is already unclean.” 

• In this case there is clear indication that the rash the person has is 
already infectious. Therefore, it is chronic, a pre-existing condition 
that does not need to be watched or tested. Such a person is to be 
pronounced unclean immediately because there is no doubt of his 
condition. 

 
Verse 12-17 
“If the disease breaks out all over his skin and, so far as the priest can see, 
it covers all the skin of the infected person from head to foot, the priest is 
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to examine him, and if the disease has covered his whole body, he shall 
pronounce that person clean. Since it has all turned white, he is clean. But 
whenever raw flesh appears on him, he will be unclean. When the priest 
sees the raw flesh, he shall pronounce him unclean. The raw flesh is 
unclean; he has an infectious skin disease. Should the raw flesh change 
and turn white, he must go to the priest. The priest is to examine him, and 
if the sores have turned white, the priest shall pronounce the infected 
person clean; then he will be clean.” 

• If the sore covers the entire body, the infected person is clean unless 
raw flesh appears. If there is raw flesh the infected person is unclean 
until it goes away. 

 
Verse 18-23 
“When someone has a boil on his skin and it heals, and in the place where 
the boil was, a white swelling or reddish-white spot appears, he must 
present himself to the priest. The priest is to examine it, and if it appears to 
be more than skin deep and the hair in it has turned white, the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. It is an infectious skin disease that has broken 
out where the boil was. But if, when the priest examines it, there is no 
white hair in it and it is not more than skin deep and has faded, then the 
priests is to put him in isolation for seven days. If it is spreading in the 
skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is infectious. But if the 
spot is unchanged and has not spread, it is only a scar from the boil, and 
the priest shall pronounce him clean.” 

• If the matter is a boil, it is to be handled in this way. 
 
Verse 24-28 
“When someone has a burn on his skin and a reddish-white or white spot 
appears in the raw flesh of the burn, the priest is to examine the spot, and 
if the hair in it has turned white, and it appears to be more than skin deep, 
it is an infectious disease that has broken out in the burn. The priest shall 
pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin disease. But if the priest 
examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and if it is not more than 
skin deep and has faded, then the priest is to put him in isolation for seven 
days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine him, and if it is spreading 
in the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is an infectious skin 
disease. If, however, the spot is unchanged and has not spread in the skin 
but has faced, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean, it is only a scar from the burn.” 
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• If the matter is the result of a burn, it is to be handled in this way. 
 
Verse 29-37 
“If a man or a woman has a sore on the head or on the chin, the priest is 
to examine the sore, and if it appears to be more than skin deep and the 
hair in it is yellow and thin, the priest shall pronounce the person unclean; 
it is an itch, an infectious disease of the head or chin. But if, when the 
priest examines this kind of sore, it does not seem to be more than skin 
deep and there is no black hair in it, then the priest is to put the infected 
person in isolation for seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to 
examine the sore, and if the itch has not spread and there is no yellow hair 
in it and it does not appear to be more than skin deep, he must be shaved 
except for the diseased area, and the priest is to keep him in isolation 
another seven days. On the seventh day the priest is to examine the itch, 
and if it has not spread in the skin and appears to be no more than skin 
deep, the priest shall pronounce him clean. He must wash his clothes, and 
he will be clean. But if the itch does spread in the skin after he is 
pronounced clean, the priest is to examine him again, and if the itch has 
spread in the skin, the priest does not need to look for yellow hair; the 
person is unclean. If, however, in his judgment it is unchanged and black 
hair has grown in it, the itch is healed. He is clean, and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean.” 

• If the matter is a sore on the head or face, it is to be handled in this 
way. 

 
Verse 38-39 
“When a man or woman has white spots on the skin, the priest is to 
examine them, and if the spots are dull white, it is a harmless rash that has 
broken out on the skin; that person is clean.” 

• In the case of a harmless skin rash nothing is done. 
 
Verse 40-44 
“When a man has lost his hair and is bald, he is clean. If he has lost his 
hair from the front of his scalp and has a bald forehead, he is clean. But if 
he has a reddish-white sore on his bald head or forehead, it is an 
infectious disease breaking out on his head or forehead. The priest is to 
examine him, and if the swollen sore on his head or forehead is reddish-
white like an infectious skin disease, the man is diseased and is unclean. 
The priest shall pronounce him unclean because of the sore on his head.” 
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• In the matter of a head sore on a bald man, things are to be handled 
this way. 

 
Verse 45-46 
“The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his 
hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! 
Unclean!’ As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must 
live alone; he must live outside the camp.” 

• A person who had an infection was to be marked so that those who 
saw him could avoid contact with him.  

• The sick person was to live alone outside of the camp.  
• This isolation was to remain as long as the infection continued. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Infectious Skin Diseases… a 
Metaphor. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & 
The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  
 


