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Leviticus 13:47-59 

 

Verse 47-49 
If any clothing is contaminated with mildew -- any woolen or linen 
clothing, any woven or knitted material of linen or wool, any leather or 
anything made of leather -- and if the contamination in the clothing,, or 
leather, or woven or knitted material, or any leather article, is greenish or 
reddish, it is a spreading mildew and must be shown to the priest. 

• Just as the case of a skin disease (see Leviticus 13:1-46) is of concern, 
so a disease affecting material objects is to be treated. A disease in 
cloth and leather articles which is greenish or reddish in color must be 
brought to the priest.  

• The text intends to include any material from leather to linen.  
 

Verse 50-52 
The priest is to examine the mildew and isolate the affected article for 
seven days. On the seventh day he is to examine it, and if the mildew has 
spread in the clothing, or woven or knitted material, or the leather, 
whatever its use, it is a destructive mildew; the article is unclean. He must 
burn up the clothing, or the woven or knitted material of wool or linen, or 
any leather article that has the contamination in it, because the mildew is 
destructive; the article must be burned up.  

• Because this type of mildew spreads from one thing to another, it is 
dangerous. After isolating the article for one week, if the mildew is 
spreading, regardless of the purpose or the value of the affected 
article, the article must be destroyed by fire. There is no other way to 
stop the spread of the mildew. 
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Verse 53-55 
But if, when the priest examines it, the mildew has not spread in the 
clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or the leather article, he shall 
order that the contaminated article be washed. Then he is to isolate it for 
another seven days. After the affected article has been washed, the priest is 
to examine it, and if the mildew has not changed its appearance, even 
though it has not spread, it is unclean. Burn it with fire, whether the 
mildew has affected one side or the other.  

• If, after a second week of isolation, the washed mildew still appears 
unchanged by the washing, the garment is to be considered unclean 
and burned. No chances are to be taken.   
 

Verse 56-58 
If, when the priest examines it, the mildew has faded after the article has 
been washed, he is to tear the contaminated part out of the clothing,, or 
the leather, or the woven or knitted material. But if it reappears in the 
clothing, or in the woven or knitted material, or in the leather article, it is 
spreading, and whatever has the mildew must be burned with fire. The 
clothing, or the woven or knitted material, or any leather article that has 
been washed and is rid of the mildew, must be washed again, and it will be 
clean. 

• Even after washing and without subsequent spreading, the priest must 
tear the spot made by the mildew out of the article. In theory, a patch 
could be sown over the hole making the garment useful again. 
However, the sign of the mildew’s presence would always remain. 

• If, after the old spot is torn out, the mildew returns, the article must be 
destroyed by fire. 

• If the mildew does not return, the article must be washed again before 
being returned to use. 
  

Verse 59 
These are the regulations concerning contamination by mildew in woolen 
or linen clothing, woven or knitted material, or any leather article, for 
pronouncing them clean or unclean. 

• The concluding verse simply summarizes what has just been said. 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Mold and Mildew. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 


