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Leviticus 14:1-32 

 

Verse 1-2 
The Lord said to Moses, “These are the regulations for the diseased 
person at the time of his ceremonial cleansing, when he is brought to the 
priest:”  

• It was rare to be healed of the kind of infection described in chapter 
13. When it occurred, healing was considered a gift from God and its 
occurrence was observed with a special ritual. The following verses 
describe that ritual. The entire ritual takes two full weeks. 
  

Week Number One 
Verse 3-4 
“The priest is to go outside the camp and examine him. If the person has 
been healed of his infectious skin disease, the priest shall order that two 
live clean birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought 
for the one to be cleansed. 

• The ceremony begins outside the camp. Since the infected person is 
unclean and cannot enter the camp, the priest must go to the infected 
person. The priest goes because he has received a report of healing. 

• If the priest determines that the report is true and that healing has 
occurred, certain items are assembled: (1) two clean birds, (2) cedar 
wood, (3) scarlet yarn, (4) hyssop.   
  

Verse 5-7 
“Then the priest shall order that one of the birds be killed over fresh water 
in a clay pot. He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with the 
cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that 
was killed over the fresh water. Seven times he shall sprinkle the one to be 
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cleansed of the infectious disease and pronounce him clean. Then he is to 
release the live bird in the open fields.”   

• This is a strange and unusual ritual. First, the priest orders that one of 
the birds be killed over fresh water held in a clay pot.  The birds have 
a double meaning. The bird which is killed represents the man’s 
disease/sin which has been “killed/forgiven.” The other bird, first 
dipped in the clay pot -- the symbol of a human life – released, 
represents the new freedom the man received when released from his 
sin. However, the birds, most likely doves, also symbolize Jesus, who 
died to free us from our sin. Like the second bird, Jesus was confined 
to a human body, made bloody by his death and suffering, and then 
arose. 

• The other symbols must have mystified the Hebrews. The water in the 
clay pot is the symbol of baptism, the act by which we acknowledge 
the gift God has given us in Jesus Christ. The cedar wood is a symbol 
of the cross on which Jesus died, the act by which he became our 
sacrifice. The scarlet yarn is a reminder of Rahab’s scarlet cord, the 
symbol of her acceptance of deliverance as a provision of God’s grace 
(See Joshua 2). Hyssop is a plant that was traditionally used in 
cleansing (see Exodus 12:22 and Psalm57:7). 

• The priest is to sprinkle the cleansed person seven times with the 
water and blood (remember what flowed from Jesus’ side when he 
was pierced) and pronounce the person clean from his disease. The 
second bird is released symbolizing the release that the cleansed 
person received from his disease at the gracious hand of God. 

 
Verse 8-9 
“The person to be cleansed must wash his clothes, shave off all his hair 
and bathe with water; then he will be ceremonially clean. After this he 
may come into the camp, but he must stay outside his tent for seven days. 
On the seventh day he must shave off all his hair; he must shave his head, 
his beard, his eyebrows, and the rest of his hair. He must wash his clothes 
and bathe himself with water, and he will be clean.” 

• After the strange ritual of cleansing, the person being cleansed must 
wash himself and his clothing. He must shave his body completely. 
Then he can come into the camp but he cannot enter his house for 
seven more days. At the end of the week, he must wash himself and 
his clothes again and shave himself entirely once more. Then he can 
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enter his household and resume his place among his family and 
friends. 
 

Week Number Two 
Verse 10-20 
“On the eighth day he must bring two male lambs and one ewe lamb a 
year old, each without defect, along with three-tenths of an ephah of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and one log of oil. The priest who 
pronounces him clean shall present both the one to be cleansed and his 
offering before the Lord at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. Then the 
priest is to take one of the male lambs and offer it as a guilt offering, along 
with the log of oil; he shall wave them before the Lord as a wave offering. 
He is to slaughter the lamb in the holy place where the sin offering and 
the burnt offering are slaughtered. Like the sin offering, the guilt offering 
belongs to the priest; it is most holy. The priest is to take some of the blood 
of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be 
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right 
foot. The priest shall then take some of the log of oil, pour it in the palm of 
his own left hand, dip his right forefinger into the oil in his palm, and with 
his finger sprinkle some of it before the Lord seven times. The priest is to 
put some of the oil remaining in his palm on the lobe of the right ear of 
the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe 
of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. The rest of the oil 
in his palm the priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed and 
make atonement for him before the Lord. Then the priest is to sacrifice the 
sin offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his 
uncleanness. After that, the priest shall slaughter the burnt offering and 
offer it on the altar, together with the grain offering, and make atonement 
for him, and he will be clean.” 

• At the beginning of the second week of the cleansing ritual, normal 
offerings are to be made for the person’s atonement. 

•  The odd thing about this passage is that the cleansed person is treated 
as if he were a priest. See Leviticus 8. Blood and oil are put of his ear 
lobe, his thumb, and his big toe as they were put on the priests at the 
time of their ordination. He is also anointed on his head with oil as 
were the priests at the time of ordination. It seems that God chooses 
to treat the cleansed person as a priest. See 1 Peter 2:9-10. 
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Verse 21-32 
“If, however, he is poor and cannot afford these, he must take one male 
lamb as a  guilt offering to be waved to make atonement for him, together 
with a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, a 
log of oil, and two doves or two young pigeons, which he can afford, one 
for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 
 
On the eighth day he must bring them for his cleansing to the priest at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting, before the Lord. The priest is to take the 
lamb for the guilt offering, together with the log of oil, and wave them 
before the Lord as a wave offering. He shall slaughter the lamb for the 
guilt offering and take some of its blood and put it on the lobe of the right 
ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand and on the 
big toe of his right foot. The priest is to pour some of the oil into the palm 
of his own left hand, and with his right forefinger sprinkle some of the oil 
from his palm seven times before the Lord. Some of the oil in his palm he 
is to put on the same places he put the blood of the guilt offering -- on the 
lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right 
hand and on the big toe of his right foot. The rest of the oil in his palm the 
priest shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed, to make atonement 
for him before the Lord. Then he shall sacrifice the doves or the young 
pigeons, which the person can afford, one as a sin offering and the other 
as a burnt offering, together with the grain offering. In this way the priest 
will make atonement before the Lord on behalf of the one to be cleansed. 
 
These are the regulations for anyone who has an infectious skin disease 
and who cannot afford the regular offerings for his cleansing.” 

• God always makes a way. If a person cannot afford the regular 
offerings, God provides a cheaper way. However, there is no 
distinction made in the status of the person who cannot afford the 
regular offerings. Atonement is made, his sacrifices are accepted; he is 
treated as if he was ordained. 
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