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Leviticus 14:33-56 

 

Verse 33-35 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “When you enter the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving you as your possession, and I put a spreading mildew in 
a house in that land, the owner of the house must go and tell the priest, ‘I 
have seen something that looks like mildew in my house.’”  

• At the time these instructions were received, Israel was a nomadic 
people that lived in tents. These instructions were given for a future 
time when Israel would be a settled people who lived in houses. This 
would happen when they had received the Promised Land. 

• As was previously discussed, “spreading mildew” is, like an 
“infectious skin disease,” a metaphor for sin. This metaphor reminds 
us that sin has ramifications beyond the immediate sight of the 
infection; it spreads throughout the whole house.  

• The mildew is a consequence of the sinful infection placed by God to 
call our attention to the act. 

 
Verse 36 
“The priest is to order the house to be emptied before he goes in to 
examine the mildew, so that nothing in the house will be pronounced 
unclean. After this the priest is to go in and inspect the house.” 

• Before the priest comes to examine the house, it is to be emptied of all 
its contents. Objects that are infected with mildew are to be treated 
according to the instructions given in Leviticus 13:47-59. Each object 
is to be treated separately. No blanket condemnation is accepted. 
Here, it is the condition of the house that is in question.  
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Verse 37-42 
“He is to examine the mildew on the walls, and if it has greenish or 
reddish depressions that appear to be deeper than the surface of the wall, 
the priest shall go out the doorway of the house and close it up for seven 
days. On the seventh day the priest shall return to inspect the house. If the 
mildew has spread on the walls, he is to order that the contaminated stones 
be torn out and thrown into an unclean place outside the town. He must 
have all the inside walls of the house scraped and the material that is 
scraped off dumped into an unclean place outside the town. Then they are 
to take other stones to replace these and take new clay and plaster the 
house.” 

• The priest was to examine the infected part of the house. If he 
suspected that there was a serious problem, he was to close up the 
house for one week. Then he was to inspect the place again. If the 
mildew had spread, he was to remove the affected stones from the 
walls and throw them away outside the town.  The interior walls of the 
house were to be scraped and the material dumped outside of the 
town.  
 

Verse 43-45 
“If the mildew reappears in the house after the stones have been torn out 
and the house scraped and plastered, the priest is to go and examine it 
and, if the mildew has spread in the house, it is a destructive mildew; the 
house is unclean. It must be torn down -- its stones, timbers, and all the 
plaster -- and taken out of the town to an unclean place.” 

• If, after the stones have been removed and the house replastered, the 
mildew returns, the house must be destroyed! 

 
 Verse 46-47 
“Anyone who goes into the house while it is closed up will be unclean till 
evening. Anyone who sleeps or eats in the house must wash his clothes.”  

• Enter a house that is closed up, eating or sleeping there, brings guilt 
on the one who did so.  

  
Verse 48-53 
“But if the priest comes to examine it and the mildew has not spread after 
the house has been plastered, he shall pronounce the house clean, because 
the mildew is gone. To purify the house he is to take two birds and some 
cedar wood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop. He shall kill one of the birds over 
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fresh water in a clay pot. Then he is to take the cedar wood, the hyssop, 
scarlet yarn and the live bird, dip them into the blood of the dead bird and 
the fresh water, and sprinkle the house seven times. He shall purify the 
house with the bird’s blood, the fresh water, the live bird, the cedar wood, 
the hyssop, and the scarlet yarn. Then he is to release the live bird in the 
open fields outside the town. In this way he will make atonement for the 
house, and it will be clean.” 

• The same ritual is to be performed to show that the house is clean as is 
used to show that a person has been cleansed. See notes on 14:1-32. 

 
Verse 54-56 
These are the regulations for any infectious skin disease, for an itch, for 
mildew in clothing or in a house, and for a swelling, a rash, or a bright 
spot, to determine when something is clean or unclean. These are the 
regulations for infectious skin diseases and mildew. 

• These words summarize what preceded and end the discussion. 
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