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Leviticus 17:1-16 

 

Verse 1-5 
YHWH said to Moses, “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the 
Israelites and say to them: ‘This is what YHWH has commanded: Any 
Israelite who sacrifices an ox, a lamb, or a goat in the camp or outside of it 
instead of bringing it to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting to present it as 
an offering to YHWH in front of the tabernacle of YHWH -- that man 
shall be considered guilty of bloodshed; he has shed blood and must be cut 
off from his people. This is so the Israelites will bring to YHWH the 
sacrifices they are to now making in the open fields. They must bring them 
to the priest, that is, to YHWH, at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting and 
sacrifice them as fellowship offerings.’”  

• Moses was instructed to forbid the people from offering 
unauthorized/unofficial sacrifices. There are several reasons behind 
this admonition which are made clear in that which follows: the 
Israelites were participating in idol worship (see verse 7), food was to 
be butchered in a particular way so as to insure health (see verse 10-
16, and the people were to give their gifts to YHWH as fellowship 
offerings (see verse 5).  

• Anyone who failed to obey these instructions was to be “cut off from 
the people.” This person was to be treated as dead because he had 
disobeyed God and shed blood inappropriately.  
 

Verse 6-7 
“‘The priest is to sprinkle the blood against the altar of YHWH at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting and burn the fat as an aroma pleasing to 
YHWH. They must no longer offer any of their sacrifices to the goat idols 
to whom they prostitute themselves. This is to be a lasting ordinance for 
them and for the generations to come.’” 
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• The priest is to treat the offering as a regular Fellowship Offering. 
(See Lev 7:11-21)  Part of this offering was given to God, part was 
given to the priests, and part was returned to the one making the 
offering to eat with his family. This insured that the meat would be 
properly butchered and so would be safe for consumption. It also 
insured that the portion which belonged to YHWH would be given to 
him as the priest would collect that portion and present it to God.   

• That the Israelites were worshipping other gods is evident in the 
mention of the “goat idols.” Apparently their non-Jewish neighbors, 
worshipped gods that were in the image of goats and the Israelites 
joined their neighbors in their worship. Apparently, these goat idols 
were worshipped out in the open fields at places dedicated to them but 
not in buildings or even tents.  

• The use of the phrase, “prostituted themselves,” implies that these 
goat idols were part of the ancient fertility sects in which sexual acts 
were encouraged as acts of worship.  
 

Verse8-9 
“Say to them: ‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice and does not bring it to the entrance to the Tent 
of Meeting to sacrifice it to YHWH -- that man must be cut off from his 
people.’” 

• Because the offering of unauthorized sacrifice involves the worship of 
other gods and eating improperly butchered meat and denies God 
what is due to God alone, the matter is regarded as extremely 
offensive. The person who does such a thing must be cut off from his 
people. The sin is so offensive that the sinner must be excluded from 
the community of Israel. Even a non-Jew who is living among the 
people of God and who does this thing must be driven away. 
  

Verse 10-12 
“‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood -- I will 
set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from 
his people. For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to 
you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that 
makes atonement for one’s life. Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None of 
you may eat blood, nor may an alien living among you eat blood.’” 

• Blood was required for atonement. Therefore, it was to be considered 
specially. It was not to be indiscriminately consumed or touched.   
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• Anyone who failed to understand the importance of blood, whether 
Jew or non-Jew was to be treated as though he was dead.  
 

 Verse 13-14 
“‘Any Israelite or any alien living among you who hunts any animal or 
bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth, 
because the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the 
Israelites, “You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of 
every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.’” 

• Blood must be respected because it is essential to life. 
• Even wild animals must be properly butchered because it is essential 

to good health. 
• Anyone who fails to respect these considerations must be cut off from 

Israel. 
  

Verse 15-16 
“‘Anyone, whether native-born or alien, who eats anything found dead or 
torn by wild animals must wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he 
will be ceremonially unclean till evening; then he will be clean. But if he 
does not wash his clothes and bathe himself, he will be held responsible.’”  

• “Road kill,” animals found dead or killed by other animals were 
tempting in ancient times because meat was expensive to buy and 
such finds were free of charge. Provided that the animal found was 
clean, it could be used for food. But the finder would be unclean if he 
ate it because he had handled a dead thing and because the animal had 
not been properly butchered. If such a find was eaten, the eater must 
wash his clothes and bathe himself and he would be unclean until the 
end of that day. However, if he refused to wash his clothes and bathe 
himself he must be held responsible for his action and be cut off 
because he had not followed the instructions God had given regarding 
blood. 
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