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Leviticus 18:1-30 

 

Verse 1-5 
YHWH said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I AM 
YHWH your God. You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to 
live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am 
bringing you. Do not follow their practices. You must obey my laws and be 
careful to follow my decrees. I AM YHWH your God. Keep my decrees and 
laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I AM YHWH.’”  

• God begins this passage with an explanation of authority. He gives his 
name, “YHWH,” to his people. He boldly declares to them that he is 
their God. He is declaring that he owns them and that they are 
therefore bound to obey him. He is reminding them that he is God and 
that they are his people.  

• He forbids the people from following the example of the cultures in 
which they have lived or will live. This is not a warning. It is a 
command. God is telling his people not to follow the practices of the 
people in whose midst they live. God’s people are to be different than 
the culture in which they live. 

• God’s people are to obey God’s decrees no matter what other people 
may do. If God’s people will obey him they will live because his rules 
bring life to his people.  
 

Verse 6-23 
“‘No one is to approach any close relative to have sexual relations. I am 
YHWH.’” 
 
“‘Do not dishonor your father by having sexual relations with your 
mother. She is your mother; do not have relations with her.’” 
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“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s wife; that would 
dishonor your father.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your sister, either your father’s 
daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same 
home or elsewhere.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your son’s daughter or your 
daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with the daughter of your father’s wife, 
born to your father; she is your sister.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your father’s sister; she is your 
father’s close relative.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your mother’s sister, because she is 
your mother’s close relative.’” 
 
“‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to have 
sexual relations; she is your aunt.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your daughter-in-law. She is your 
son’s wife; do not have relations with her.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with your brother’s wife; that would 
dishonor your brother.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations both a woman and her daughter. Do not 
have sexual relations with either her son’s daughter or her daughter’s 
daughter; they are her close relatives. That is wickedness.’” 
 
“‘Do not take your wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual relations 
with her while your wife is living.’” 
 
“‘Do not approach a woman to have sexual relations during the 
uncleanness of her monthly period.’” 
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“‘Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor’s wife and defile 
yourself with her.’” 
 
 “‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you 
must not profane the name of your God, I AM YHWH.’” 
 
“‘Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.’” 
 
“‘Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. 
A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations 
with it; that is a perversion.’” 

• What God gives is a specific list of sexual perversions that his people 
are to avoid. The people of God are NOT to do these things even 
though they were common in both the Egyptian and Canaanite 
cultures. That these practices were common in these cultures should 
be disgusting to the people of God. 

• Molech was an ancient god worshipped widely at that time. The 
worship of Molech required infant sacrifices. Innocent babies were 
burned on his altars by their parents in hopes of pleasing this god. 
YHWH found this practice detestable. He told the Hebrews to look 
on their children as gifts from God and to protect them. Here, he tells 
the Hebrews never to offer their babies as sacrifices to some false 
god.   
 

Verse 24-28 
“‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the 
nations I am going to drive out before you became defiled. Even the land 
was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its 
inhabitants. But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born 
and the aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, 
for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land before 
you, and the land became defiled. And if you defile the land, it will vomit 
you out as it vomited out the nations that were before you.’”  

• These sexual practices brought God’s curse on the people of Egypt 
and the land of Canaan. Because of their indulgence in these matters, 
the people brought down a curse upon the land itself. It became 
defiled and would no longer yield its blessing to them. The land itself 
rejected them. 
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• God’s judgment was that the land should be taken away from those 
who had brought curses upon it and given to his people who would 
not do these detestable things.  
 

Verse 29-30 
“‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things -- such persons must 
be cut off from their people. Keep my requirements and do not follow any 
of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not 
defile yourselves with them. I AM YHWH your God.’ ” 

• These are not suggestions. These are binding requirements. To fall 
into these culturally tolerated practices will curse both the land and 
the people. 
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