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Leviticus 19:1-37 

 

Verse 1-2 
YHWH said to Moses, “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to 
them: ‘Be holy because I, YHWH, your God, am holy.’”   

• God wants Israel to understand that living in relationship with him as 
his people has its special blessings but also has its responsibilities. 
Because they are God’s people they are to reflect his ways in all their 
doings. They are to do this because they are his people! He is their 
king and they must live according to his rules and expectations.  

• What follows in chapter 19 is a fuller explanation of how this 
obligation to reflect God in their lives will affect Hebrew behavior. It 
is a description of how they will be called out, holy, different people. 
The rules are randomly given but roughly elaborate on the Ten 
Commandments.  
 

Verse 3 
“‘Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe 
my Sabbaths: I am YHWH your God.’” 

• See Exodus 20:12 and 20:2-6. 
• To “honor” means to “prize highly,” “to care for,” and “to show 

respect to.” This is how God’s people are to treat their parents. 
• There are three Biblical Sabbaths: the seven day Sabbath, the seven 

year Sabbath, and the year of Jubilee (the fiftieth year). All of these 
rest periods, for that is what Sabbath means, were to be kept by the 
Jews. 

 
Verse 4 
“‘Do not turn to idols or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I am 
YHWH your God.’” 
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• See Exodus 20:2-6. 
• Israel is not to become involved in any idol worship. 

 
Verse 5-8 
“‘When you sacrifice a fellowship offering to YHWH, sacrifice it in such a 
way that it will be accepted on your behalf. It shall be eaten on the day you 
sacrifice it or on the next day; anything left over until the third day must 
be burned up. If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not 
be accepted. Whoever eats it will be held responsible because he has 
desecrated what is holy to YHWH; that person must be cut off from his 
people.’” 

• The ceremonial law about offering sacrifices and butchered meat must 
always be observed. This is to please God and to keep the people from 
unsafe meat. 

 
Verse 9-10 
“‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of 
your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your 
vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them 
for the poor and the alien. I am YHWH your God.’” 

• When the harvest was gathered the Israelites were commanded to 
leave some of the harvest in the fields or on the vines. This was to be 
left for the poor to gather. It was a form of welfare. 

 
Verse 11-18 
“‘Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another. Do not swear 
falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am YHWH. 
Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. Do not hold back wages of a 
hired man overnight. Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in 
front of the blind, but fear your God. I am YHWH. Do not pervert justice; 
do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your 
neighbor fairly. Do not go about spreading slander among your people. Do 
not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am YHWH. Do not 
hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will 
not share in his guilt. Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of 
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am YHWH.’” 

• See Exodus 20:15-17 and Matthew 22:39. 
. 
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• These are rules about how God’s people will treat other people. God 
requires his people to be honest and upright in all of their dealings 
with other people. They are to be fair in business and loving in their 
personal dealing. 

 
Verse 19 
“‘Keep my decrees. Do not mate different kinds of animals. Do not plant 
your field with two kinds of seed. Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds 
of material.’” 

• These appear to be three very strange rules. The first has nothing to do 
with anything about animals in a sexual sense. It has to do with 
pairing them to be used in a yoke. Animals which are of unequal 
“kind” in size or strength cannot work together. It is a stupid idea to 
yoke such animals and potentially harmful to the animal.  To plant 
two kinds of seed together is also unproductive in that it is impossible 
to reap a harvest from a field which has two kinds of fruit developing 
in it together. The same is true of material woven from two different 
kinds of cloth. The strength of the fabric will be compromised by the 
mixing of the cloth. The point is metaphorical. You cannot have one 
foot in God’s kingdom and one foot in the world. God’s people must 
keep his law! 

 
Verse 20-22 
 “‘If a man sleeps with a woman who is a slave girl promised to another 
man but who has not been ransomed or given her freedom, there must be 
due punishment. Yet they are not to be put to death, because she had not 
been freed. The man, however, must bring a ram to the entrance to the 
Tent of Meeting for a guilt offering to YHWH. With the ram of the guilt 
offering the priest is to make atonement for him before YHWH for the sin 
he has committed, and his sin will be forgiven.’” 

• Again, this is a complicated situation. The girl in question is a slave. 
She is, therefore, the property of someone. She was promised by her 
master to someone. She was being sold. However, before she was 
actually sold she had sex with a man of her own choice. She was, 
thus, devalued as her master’s property, no longer being a virgin, and 
the man buying her no longer wanted to buy her. Thus the master had 
been robbed of her value by the man who had sex with her. Normally 
the law required the girl and the man to be executed because of the 
sin of adultery. However, this is not regarded as adultery because the 
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girl was not free. But she and her lover were not free to act as they 
did. Punishment was required. The man was required to make a 
guilty offering to YHWH. God’s people do act in this way. 

 
Verse 23-25 
“‘When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit 
as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must not 
be eaten. In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to 
YHWH. But in the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest 
will be increased. I am YHWH your God.’” 

• When Israel enters the Promised Land and plants fruit trees, they are 
to let the trees alone for three years. They are not to use the fruit in 
any way for three years. On the fourth year all the fruit is to be 
harvested from the tree and given as an offering to God. On the fifth 
year, the fruit may be eaten. Undoubtedly this was to remind the 
people of the first sin which caused them to be sent away from Eden. 
It was a call to be obedient to God even if it did not seem to make 
sense. 

 
Verse 26-28 
“‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. Do not practice divination 
or sorcery. Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the 
edges of your beard. Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo 
marks on yourselves. I am YHWH.’”  

• Hebrews are to follow the specific butchering instruction given to 
them by God. 

• Divination is the practice of telling the future through a wizard or 
medium. Hebrews are forbidden from this practice. 

• Even today some Jews let ringlets grow at the side of their heads in 
obedience to the command not to cut the hair at the side of the head. 
They also do not trim their beards. The exact meaning of this 
sentence is obscure. 

• Hebrews were forbidden from mutilating their flesh by cutting or by 
tattooing. 

 
Verse 29 
 “‘Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land 
will turn to prostitution and be filled with wickedness.’” 
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• Daughters were often seen as valuable because of the profit they could 
earn through marriage to men of prominent families. If such a 
marriage could not be arranged a woman might bring wealth to her 
family by selling herself as a prostitute. This practice is forbidden. 

 
Verse 30 
“‘Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am 
YHWH.’” 

• There are three Sabbaths which the Hebrews were commanded to 
keep. In addition the Hebrews were commanded to have respect for 
the dwelling of God. 

 
Verse 31 
“‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by 
them. I am YHWH your Go.’” 

• See notes on verse 29. 
 
Verse 32 
“‘Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere 
your God. I am YHWH.’” 

• God’s people are called to respect the aged. 
 
Verse 33-34 
“‘When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him. The 
alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born, Love him 
as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt. I am YHWH your God.’” 

• The people of God are to treat those who live in the community but 
who are not God’s children with respect and dignity. These people are 
to be given fair opportunity.  
 

Verse 35-36 
“‘Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight, or 
quantity. Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah and an 
honest hin. I am YHWH your God, who brought you out of Egypt.’” 

• Hebrews are not to cheat in business deals by using dishonest weights 
and measures. 
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Verse 37 
“‘Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am YHWH.’” 

• None of God’s laws may be overlooked or forgotten. Each one is 
binding on his children. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled God, People, and Things. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 


