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Leviticus 20:1-27 

 

Verse 1-5 
YHWH said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any alien 
living in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must be put to 
death. The people of the community are to stone him. I will set my face 
against that man and I will cut him off from his people; for by giving his 
children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy 
name. If the people of the community close their eyes when that man gives 
one of his children to Molech and they fail to put him to death, I will set 
my face against that man and his family and will cut off from their people 
both him and all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molech.’”  

• Molech was an idol god. He was fashioned of metal with outstretched 
arms. The priests of Molech would start a fire at the feet of the metal 
statue and heat it until it was red hot. Then worshippers of the idol 
would bring their children, usually infants, and lay them in the arms of 
the idol as sacrifices to him. They worshipped this god by burning 
their children to death in his arms! YHWH was intensively opposed to 
this practice. He warned the Hebrews and all of those who lived 
among them to stay away from the worship of this god. He ordered 
that any man who offered his children to Molech or allowed his 
children to be offered to this god, be executed by stoning. This 
worship was totally forbidden by YHWH. 

• God warned that if the Israelites refused to follow his instructions in 
this matter and turned a deaf ear to this instruction, He himself would 
punish the one who gave his child to Molech. This wanton disregard 
for the lives of children especially offended the giver of life, YHWH.   
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Verse 6-8 
“‘I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists 
to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his 
people. Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am YHWH your 
God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am YHWH, who makes you 
holy.’” 

• See Leviticus 19:26 
• Mediums and spiritists are those who talk to the dead, seek to predict 

the future, practice ‘black arts’, etc. God tells his people to have 
nothing to do with such things. Those who indulge in such things are 
to be executed.  

• While the worship of Molech and consulting mediums were common 
cultural practices, God orders the Hebrews to stay away from these 
things and to obey him. They are to be different from those around 
them because they belong to God. 

 
Verse 9 
“‘If anyone curses his father or mother, he must be put to death. He has 
cursed his father or his mother, and his blood will be on his own head.’” 

• See Leviticus 19:3. 
• The word translated “curses” in this verse literally means to assault or 

to strike. However, it can mean to assault verbally. To curse one’s 
father or mother is to show them a total lack of the respect that they 
are due. A person who so treats their parents is to be executed. 

 
Verse 10-21 
“‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife --  with the wife of 
his neighbor --  both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 
If a man sleeps with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both 
the man and the woman must be put to death; their blood will be on their 
own heads. If a man sleeps with his daughter-in-law both of them must be 
put to death. What they have done is a perversion; their blood will be on 
their own heads. If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both 
of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their 
blood will be on their own heads. If a man marries both a woman and her 
mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that 
no wickedness will be among you. If a man has sexual relations with an 
animal, he must be put to death, and you must kill the animal. If a woman 
approaches an animal to have sexual relations with it, kill both the woman 
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and the animal. They both must be put to death; their blood will be on 
their own heads. If a man married his sister, the daughter of either his 
father or his mother, and they have sexual relations, it is a disgrace. They 
must be cut off before the eyes of their people. He has dishonored his 
sister and will be held responsible. If a man lies with a woman during her 
monthly period, and has sexual relations with her, he has exposed the 
source of her flow, and she has also uncovered it. Both of them must be 
cut off from their people. Do not have sexual relations with the sister of 
either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a close relative; 
both of you would be held responsible. If a man sleeps with his aunt, he 
has dishonored his uncle. They will be held responsible; they will die 
childless. If a man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he 
has dishonored his brother. They will be childless.’”  

• See the long list of sexual sins discussed in Leviticus 18 &19. All of 
these sins are punished by God. Most of them are considered capital 
offenses. Those who commit these sins are condemned to die.  
 

Verse 22-24 
“‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I 
am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. You must not live 
according to the customs of nations I am going to drive out before you. 
Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. But I said to you. “You 
will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” I am YHWH your God, who has set you 
apart from the nations.’” 

• Here is the why of it and the wherefore. The Canaanites have lost the 
favor of God because they practice the perversions that God abhors. 
From the sacrifice of their children to Molech, to the way they treat 
their parents, these people are totally offensive to God. Therefore, 
YHWH is acting by divine right to take from them the land which he 
gave them. He is establishing a new contract with Israel. If the 
Israelites will honor him by being his and demonstrating that by living 
differently from those around them, he will give them the land. 
However, if they become like the people who already live in the place, 
the land will vomit them out as it is now vomiting out the Canaanites. 
As the repetitive line reminds, “Their blood is own their own heads.” 
The Canaanites are getting what they deserve because of the way they 
have decided to live. 
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Verse 25-26 
“‘You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean 
animals and between unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by 
any animal or bird or anything that moves along the ground --  those 
which I have set apart as unclean for you. You are to be holy to me, 
because I, YHWH, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to 
be my own.’” 

• Again, God reminds Israel that in all matters, even things as simple as 
what to eat, she is to follow the regulations he has given. This is 
because YHWH, their holy God, has spoken to them and called them 
out of the world to him. Israel is, therefore, to be like God, holy, set 
apart for his use. 
  

Verse 27 
“‘A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to 
death. You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.’” 

• See verse 6. 


