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Leviticus 24:1-9 

 

Verse 1-2 
YHWH said to Moses, “Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of 
pressed olives for the light so that the lamps may be kept burning 
continually.”   

• The Tabernacle, and later the Temple itself, consisted of three rooms. 
The first area was the place where sacrifices were offered. The second 
area was called the holy place. Here, only the priests could go. In this 
room were three pieces of furniture all made from hammered gold: the 
altar upon which incense was burned, the table for the showbread, and 
the golden lampstand. The lampstand held eight bowls which 
contained wicks. The oil mentioned in theses verses was used as fuel 
in the eight bowls. As there were no windows in the Tabernacle, this 
lampstand provided light for the interior rooms of the building. 

• The oil is the subject of these verses not the lampstand or the flame 
upon it. It was to be provided by the people of God, not the priests. It 
was to be made by crushing the olives, not by heating them. Its 
purpose was burning not anointing. It was to be supplied in such 
quantity as to keep the lamp burning continually. 

 
Verse 3-4 
“Outside the curtain of the Testimony in the Tent of Meeting, Aaron is to 
tend the lamps before YHWH from evening till morning, continually. This 
is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. The lamps on the 
pure gold lampstand before YHWH must be tended continually.” 

• The job of tending the lamps is very important. The task is assigned to 
the high priest. He is to watch the lamps and keep them so that they 
never go out.  
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Verse 5-7 
“Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves of bread, using two-tenths of an 
ephah for each loaf. Set them in two rows, six in each row, on the table of 
pure gold before YHWH. Along each row put some pure incense as a 
memorial portion to represent the bread and to be an offering made to 
YHWH by fire.”   

• In the same room as the lampstand was a table made of gold. On it 
was to be placed twelve loaves of bread made from the best flour. 
Incense was to be put on the table with the bread. 

• The actual size of the loaves is uncertain. The NIV adds the words “of 
an ephah” to the text. Those words do not appear in the text. However, 
2/10 of an ephah is about four quarts of flour which would make huge 
loaves of bread.  

• There were to be twelve loaves of bread.   
• These loaves were to be presented to God each Sabbath day as a 

“memorial portion.”  See Leviticus 2:2. When a grain offering was 
presented to God, a portion of it was burned, but the rest was eaten by 
the priests. Thus, the memorial portion discussed here was not all of 
the twelve loaves but a handful of the bread and incense. That little bit 
was burned. The rest was eaten by the priests.  

 
Verse 8-9 
“This bread is to be set out before YHWH regularly, Sabbath after 
Sabbath, on behalf of the Israelites, as a lasting covenant. It belongs to 
Aaron and his sons, who are to eat it in a holy place, because it is a most 
holy part of their regular share of the offerings made to YHWH by fire.”  

• Every Sabbath the twelve loaves of bread were to be replaced with 
fresh loaves. The week-old loaves were given to the priests as their 
share of the offering. The priests were to eat the week-old bread inside 
the Tabernacle. They were to consider it an honor, a holy thing, to eat 
this week-old bread because it was their God-given portion. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Oil and Bread. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 
 
 


