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Leviticus 24:10-23 

 

Verse 10 
Now the son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian father went out 
among the Israelites, and a fight broke out in the camp between him and 
an Israelite.   

• Jewishness is traced from the mother. So a man born to a Jewish 
mother would be considered a Jew. However, the man in question 
came from a mixed family. His father was known to be an Egyptian. 
Given this, the man may not have considered himself to be Jewish. 

• The cause of the fight is unknown.  
 

Verse 11 
The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; so 
they brought him to Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith, the 
daughter of Dibri the Danite.) 

• Every Hebrew child was taught the Ten Commandments. A Hebrew 
child would have known the third commandment, “Thou shall not 
take the name of the Lord your God in vain.” Hebrew children knew 
that the penalty for misusing God’s name was death. 

• The man in question used the name of God to bring a curse on the 
man with whom he fought. This violated the commandment and so the 
man was brought to Moses for judgment.  

 
Verse 12 
They put him in custody until the will of YHWH should be made clear to 
them. 

• Though the man had clearly violated the commandment and deserved 
to die because of it, there was some question as to whether the law 
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applied to him as he was not clearly a Jew. So he was held in jail 
until the matter could be discerned. 

 
Verse 13-16 
Then YHWH said to Moses; “Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All 
those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire 
assembly is to stone him. Say to the Israelites: ‘If anyone curses his God, 
he will be held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of YHWH 
must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone him. Whether an 
alien or native-born, when he blasphemes the Name, he must be put to 
death.’”  

• It was decided that this man must be executed, for the law applied 
equally to all those who lived among the Hebrews whether they were 
Jewish or not. 

 
Verse 17-22 
“‘If anyone takes the life of a human being, he must be put to death. 
Anyone who takes the life of someone’s animal must make restitution -- 
life for life. If anyone injures his neighbor, whatever he has done must be 
done to him: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. As he has 
injured the other, so he is to be injured. Whoever kills an animal must 
make restitution, but whoever kills a man must be put to death. You are to 
have the same law for the alien and the native-born. I am YHWH your 
God.’” 

• The law was to be equally applied among the Hebrews. There was to 
be only one law for Jew and non-Jew alike. The equal application of 
the law was paramount. 

 
Verse 23 
Then Moses spoke to the Israelites, and they took the blasphemer outside 
the camp and stoned him. The Israelites did as YHWH commanded Moses. 

• The law was equally applied according to God’s instruction. The man 
was stoned. 
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