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Leviticus 5:1-6:7 
 

Examples of Unintentional Sin 

Verse 1-4 
“ ‘If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public 
charge to testify regarding something he has seen or learned about, he will 
be held responsible. Or if a person touches anything ceremonially unclean 
-- whether the carcasses of unclean wild animals or of unclean livestock or 
of unclean creatures that move along the ground -- even though he is 
unaware of it, he has become unclean and is guilty. Or if he touches 
human uncleanness -- anything that would make him unclean -- even 
though he is unaware of it, when he learns of it he will be guilty. Or if a 
person thoughtlessly takes an oath to do anything, whether good or evil -- 
in any matter one might carelessly swear about -- even though he is 
unaware of it, in any case when he learns of it he will be guilty.’  

• The text gives four specific examples of unintentional sin:                   
1. withholding evidence in a legal matter for any reason; 2. touching 
the remains of an unclean animal even if unaware of it; 3. touching 
any human waste even if unaware of it; and 4. breaking your word in 
any matter whatsoever. This list is suggestive not all inclusive. It is 
designed to show us the kind of things that God considers to be 
unintentional sins. 

  
 

What is to Be Done About Unintentional Sins 
Verse 5-13 
‘When anyone is guilty in any of these ways, he must confess in what way 
he has sinned and, as a penalty for the sin he has committed, he must 
bring to YHWH a female lamb or goat from the flock as a sin offering; 
and the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin. If he cannot 
afford a lamb, he is to bring two doves or two young pigeons to YHWH as 
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a penalty for his sin -- one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering. He is to bring them to the priest, who shall first offer the one for 
the sin offering. He is to wring its head from its neck, not severing it 
completely, and is to sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering against 
the side of the altar; the rest of the blood must be drained out at the base 
of the altar. It is a sin offering. The priest shall then offer the other as a 
burnt offering in the prescribed way and make atonement for him for the 
sin he has committed, and he will be forgiven. If, however, he cannot 
afford two doves or two young pigeons, he is to bring as an offering for his 
sin a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. He must not put oil 
or incense on it, because it is a sin offering. He is to bring it to the priest, 
who shall take a handful of it as a memorial portion and burn it on the 
altar on top of the offerings made to YHWH by fire. It is a sin offering. In 
this way the priest will make atonement for him for any of these sins he 
has committed, and he will be forgiven. The rest of the offering will belong 
to the priest, as in the case of the grain offering.’”  

• See notes on Leviticus 4:1-35.  
• Here, provision is made for the poorest members of the community to 

make atonement for unintentional sins.  
 

Restitution Required 
Verse 14-16 
YHWH said to Moses, “When a person commits a violation and sins 
unintentionally in regard to any of YHWH’s holy things, he is to bring to 
YHWH as a penalty a ram from the flock, one without defect and of the 
proper value in silver, according to the sanctuary shekel. It is a guilt 
offering. He must make restitution for what he has failed to do in regard 
to the holy things, add a fifth of the value to that and give it all to the 
priest, who will make atonement for him with the ram as a guilt offering, 
and he will be forgiven.” 

• There are some unintentional sins for which the sin offering is not 
enough to secure forgiveness. In these areas, one must also make 
restitution. 

• The first of these areas that requires restitution is “in regard to 
YHWH’s holy things.” The holy things of the Lord are those religious 
obligations that God places on his people. Things like attending 
worship, giving one’s tithe (10% of your income) to YHWH, the 
offering of first fruits, the redeeming of the first born, etc. To neglect 
these obligations is considered very serious. So if a person neglects 
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these because he simply forgets them or does not understand their 
importance he must repent of his behavior and pay restitution. 

• The person who has not handled these sacred obligations correctly, 
must bring a ram without blemish as a sin offering. This is an 
expensive gift in and of itself. But he cannot buy this animal at a 
discounted price. He must pay the full market value for the animal. He 
must also make an offering in cash equal to 1/5 of the ram’s fair 
market value. He must make restitution for this sin as well as make 
the appropriate offering. 
  

Verse 17-18 
“If a person sins and does what is forbidden in any of YHWH’s 
commands, even though he does not know it, he is guilty and will be held 
responsible. He is to bring to the priest as a guilt offering a ram from the 
flock, one without defect and of the proper value. In this way the priest will 
make atonement for him for the wrong he has committed unintentionally, 
and he will be forgiven. It is a guilt offering; he has been guilty of 
wrongdoing against YHWH.” 

• If a person feels that he may be guilty of breaking a specific command 
of God, he is to make restitution by offering a ram for which he has 
paid fair market value. He is to understand that such an act is a sin 
committed directly against God even though it may affect no one 
else. 
  

Verse 6:1-7 
YHWH said to Moses, “If anyone sins and is unfaithful to YHWH by 
deceiving his neighbor about something entrusted to him or left in his care 
or stolen, or if he cheats him, or if he finds lost property and lies about it, 
or if he swears falsely, or if he commits any such sin that people may do --  
when he thus sins and becomes guilty, he must return what he has stolen 
or taken by extortion, or what was entrusted to him, or the lost property he 
found, or whatever it was he swore falsely about. He must make restitution 
in full, add a fifth of the value to it and give it all to the owner on the day 
he presents his guilt offering. And as a penalty he must bring to the 
priests, that is, to YHWH, his guilt offering, a ram from the flock, one 
without defect and of the proper value. In this way the priest will make 
atonement for him before YHWH, and he will be forgiven for any of these 
things he did that made him guilty.” 



4 

 

• If a person commits a sin against his neighbor that in some way 
defrauds his neighbor or cheats his neighbor he must make restitution 
to his neighbor before he seeks forgiveness from the Lord. He must 
repay to his neighbor any cost the neighbor may have been forced to 
endure as a result of the sinful action and to give in restitution 1/5 
more to the neighbor.  

• After having made proper payment to his wronged neighbor, the 
person who sinned is to bring a ram for which he paid full market 
value and offer it to God as a sin offering. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled More Than an Offering: 
Restitution Required. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & 
The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  
 


