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Leviticus 7:1-38 

 

Verse 1-10 
“These are the regulations for the guilt offering, which is most holy: The 
guilt offering is to be slaughtered in the place where the burnt offering is 
slaughtered, and its blood is to be sprinkled against the altar on all sides. 
All its fat shall be offered: the fat tail and the fat that covers the inner 
parts, both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the covering of 
the liver, which is to be removed with the kidneys. The priest shall burn 
them on the altar as an offering made to YHWH by fire. It is a guilt 
offering. Any male in the priest’s family may eat it, but it must be eaten in 
a holy place; it is most holy. The same law applies to both the sin offering 
and the guilt offering. They belong to the priest who makes atonement 
with them. The priest who offers a burnt offering for anyone may keep its 
hide for himself. Every grain offering baked in an oven or cooked in a pan 
or on a griddle belongs to the priest who offers it, and every grain offering, 
whether mixed with oil or dry, belongs equally to all the sons of Aaron.” 

• For discussion of the guilt offering, see notes on Leviticus 5. This was 
the offering by which the Hebrews indicated their desire to draw 
closer to God by making atonement for their unintentional sin 
requiring restitution. 

 
Verse 11-15 
“These are the regulations for the fellowship offering a person may 
present to YHWH: ‘If he offers it as an expression of thankfulness, then 
along with this thank offering he is to offer cakes of bread made without 
yeast and mixed with oil, wafers made without yeast and spread with oil, 
and cakes of fine flour well-kneaded and mixed with oil. Along with his 
fellowship offering of thanksgiving he is to present an offering with cakes 
of bread made with yeast. He is to bring one of each kind as an offering, a 
contribution to YHWH; it belongs to the priest who sprinkles the blood of 



2 

 

the fellowship offerings. The meat of his fellowship offering of 
thanksgiving must be eaten on the day it is offered; he must leave none of 
it till morning.’  

• This passage discusses the first of three special types of fellowship 
offerings, the thanksgiving offering. This was a fellowship offering 
that was made to thank God for some thing or event that affected the 
giver’s life. Specifically, these events included: recovery from illness, 
deliverance from troubles, deliverance from the threat of death, or the 
receiving of some special blessing. The offering differed from a 
normal fellowship offering in that it was accompanied with the gift of 
certain types of bread baked both with yeast and without yeast. The 
bread was given to God to be eaten by the priests. The meat of the 
offering was returned to the giver and had to be eaten on the day it 
was offered 
 

Verse 16-18 
‘If, however, his offering is the result of a vow or is a freewill offering, the 
sacrifice shall be eaten on the day he offers it, but anything left over may 
be eaten on the next day. Any meat of the sacrifice left over till the third 
day must be burned up. If any meat of the fellowship over is eaten on the 
third day, it will not be accepted. It will not be credited to the one who 
offered it, for it is impure; the person who eats any of it will be 
responsible.’ 

• The second special type of fellowship offering is one made to confirm 
a vow. A vow is a sacred promise made to God regarding some 
behavior or event. To confirm such a promise a person might offer a 
fellowship offering. 

• The third type of special fellowship offering is a free will offering. A 
free will offering is an offering that was made for no particular reason 
except to please God. 

• Both of these offerings were to be treated as normal fellowship 
offerings except that the meat could be eaten over two days. Meat left 
to the third day was to be burned up. If meat from these offerings was 
eaten on the third day, the offering was considered null and void and 
the person who violated the rule was held accountable for his action. 
It was considered sinful.  
 

 
 



3 

 

Verse 19-21 
‘Meat that touches anything ceremonially unclean must not be eaten; it 
must be burned up. As for other meat, anyone ceremonially clean may eat 
it. But if anyone who is unclean eats any meat of the fellowship offering 
belonging to YHWH, that person must be cut off from his people. If 
anyone touches something unclean -- whether human uncleanness or an 
unclean animal or any unclean, detestable thin -- and then eats of the 
meat of the fellowship offering belonging to YHWH, that person must be 
cut off from his people.’” 

• As the fellowship offering was not eaten in a holy place but was eaten 
outside of the Tent of Meeting, it was possible that it might come into 
contact with something or someone that was not ceremonially clean. 
If the meat of the offering touched something unclean, it was not to 
be eaten. However, if someone who was unclean ate of the offering 
that person must be treated as an outcast; he must be cut off from all 
the blessing of Israel.  

 
Verse 22-27 
YHWH said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Do not eat any of the fat of 
cattle, sheep or goats. The fat of an animal found dead or torn by wild 
animals may be used for any other purpose, but you must not eat it. 
Anyone who eats the fat of an animal from which an offering by fire may 
be made to YHWH must be cut off from his people. And wherever you live, 
you must not eat the blood of any bird or animal. If anyone eats blood, 
that person must be cut off from his people.’” 

• Animals found dead may not be used for food. 
• The part of a sacrifice offered to God must not be eaten. People who 

violate this rule must be cut off from Israel. 
• Blood must not be eaten and anyone who violates this command must 

be cut off from Israel.  
 

Verse 28-31 
YHWH said to Moses, “Say to Israelites: ‘Anyone who brings a fellowship 
offering to YHWH is to bring part of it as his sacrifice to YHWH. With his 
own hands he is to bring the offering made to YHWH by fire; he is to 
bring the fat, together with the breast, and wave the breast before YHWH 
as a wave offering. The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast 
belongs to Aaron and his sons.’ 
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• A wave offering was an offering which was waved before the altar. 
The waving action was symbolic of the offering having been given to 
God and God having returned it to the giver to give to the priest. 

 
 
Verse 32-36 
‘You are to give the right thigh of your fellowship offerings to the priest as 
a contribution. The son of Aaron who offers the blood and the fat of the 
fellowship offering shall have the right thigh as his share. From the 
fellowship offerings of the Israelites, I have taken the breast that is waved 
and the thigh that is presented and have given them to Aaron the priest 
and his sons as their regular share from the Israelites.’” This is the 
portion of the offerings made to YHWH by fire that were allotted to Aaron 
and his sons on the day they were presented to serve YHWH as priests. On 
the day they were anointed, YHWH commanded that the Israelites give 
this to them as their regular share for the generations to come. 

• The priests are to have the breast of the animal offered and its right 
thigh as their share of the fellowship offering. 

 
Verse 37-38 
These, then, are the regulations for the burnt offering, the grain offering, 
the sin offering, the guilt offering, the ordination offering, and the 
fellowship offering, which YHWH gave Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day 
he commanded the Israelites to bring their offerings to YHWH, in the 
Desert of Sinai. 

• The regulations concerning the offering are finished. 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled More About The Offerings. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  
 


