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Leviticus 8:1-36 (See also Exodus 29)  

 

Verse 1-4 
YHWH said to Moses, “Bring Aaron and his sons, their garments, the 
anointing oil, the bull for the sin offering, the two rams, and the basket 
containing bread made without yeast, and gather the entire assembly at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting.” Moses did as YHWH commanded him, 
and the assembly gathered at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 

• At God’s command, Moses gathered all the people, Aaron and his 
sons, and all the required elements at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. The purpose of this gathering was to publically set Aaron 
and his sons apart for God’s use as priests. 

 
Verse 5 
Moses said to the assembly, “This is what YHWH has commanded to be 
done.”   

• Moses makes sure that those gathered know that in doing what they 
are about to do, they are following the specific instructions of God. 
This is not his idea. He is acting in absolute accord with the word of 
YHWH.  
 

Verse 6-9 
Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them with 
water. He put the tunic on Aaron, tied the sash around him, clothed him 
with the robe and put the ephod on him. He also tied the ephod to him by 
its skillfully woven waistband; so it was fastened on him. He placed the 
breastpiece on him and put the Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece. 
Then he placed the turban on Aaron’s head and set the gold plate, the 
sacred diadem, on the front of it, as YHWH had commanded Moses. 
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• First, Moses washed Aaron and his sons with water. This washing is a 
form of baptism. As the physical body was washed with water, so the 
Holy Spirit washed the inner man. In accepting this washing, Aaron 
and his sons professed faith in God and their willingness to be set 
apart for his use. 

• Second, Aaron was dressed for his office. See notes on Exodus 29 for 
specific information about each piece of the high priest’s garments. 
The Urim and the Thummim were special instruments given to the 
high priest to help discern the will of God (see Exodus 28:30). The 
clothes the high priest wore set him apart from the people and marked 
him as a man of God before the people. 
 

Verse 10-11 
Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and 
everything in it, and so consecrated them. He sprinkled some of the oil on 
the altar seven times, anointing the altar and all its utensils and the basin 
with its stand, to consecrate them.  

• Moses then anointed the tabernacle and its furnishing with holy oil. 
The oil is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. It sets the objects apart as 
reserved for God’s use. It makes them sacred. 
  

Verse 12-13 
He poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him to 
consecrate him. Then he brought Aaron’s sons forward, put tunics on 
them, tied sashes around them and put headbands on them, as YHWH 
commanded Moses. 

• Like the Tent and its contents, Aaron too was anointed…set apart for 
God’s use. Because of his office, he was declared holy. 

• Next, Aaron’s sons were dressed in robes of office. They were to 
serve beside their father to help him perform his sacred duties.  
 

Verse 14-17 
He then presented the bull for the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on its head. Moses slaughtered the bull and took some of 
the blood, and with his finger he put it on all the horns of the altar to 
purify the altar. He poured out the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 
So he consecrated it to make atonement for it. Moses also took all the fat 
around the inner parts, the covering of the liver, and both kidneys and 
their fat, and burned it on the altar. But the bull with its hide and its flesh 
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and its offal, he burned up outside the camp, as YHWH commanded 
Moses. 

• Because the priests were still human and not perfect, even though set 
apart for holy office, Moses offered a sin offering on their behalf to 
atone for their sins before God. This offering was made in exact 
accord with the instruction given to the people from God. (See 1:1-
17, 6:8-13) 

 
Verse 18-21 
He then presented the ram for the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on its head. Then Moses slaughtered the ram and 
sprinkled the blood against the altar on all sides. He cut the ram into 
pieces and burned the head, the pieces and the fat. He washed the inner 
parts and the legs with water and burned the whole ram on the altar as a 
burnt offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering made to YHWH by fire, as 
YHWH had commanded Moses.  

• Next, a sin offering was made on behalf of the priests. This offering 
was to atone for any unintentional sin that they might have 
committed. (See 4:1-5:13, 6:24-30) 

 
Verse 22-29 
He then presented the other ram, the ram for the ordination, and Aaron 
and his sons laid their hands on its head. Moses slaughtered the ram and 
took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear, on the 
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. Moses also 
brought Aaron’s sons forward and put some of the blood on the lobes of 
their right ears, on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of 
their right feet. Then he sprinkled blood against the altar on all sides. He 
took the fat, the fat tail, all the fat around the inner parts, the covering of 
the liver, both kidneys and their fat and the right thigh. Then from the 
basket of bread made without yeast, which was before YHWH, he took a 
cake of bread, and one made with oil, and a wafer; he put these on the fat 
portions and on the right thigh. He put all these in the hands of Aaron and 
his sons and waved them before YHWH as a wave offering. Then Moses 
took them from their hands and burned them on the altar on top of the 
burnt offering as an ordination offering, a pleasing aroma, an offering 
made to YHWH by fire. He also took the breast – Moses’ share of the 
ordination ram -- and waved it before YHWH as a wave offering, as 
YHWH had commanded Moses. 
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• Though similar to a fellowship offering and obviously a form of a 
vow offering (see 3:1-17, 6:24-30, 7:16-18), this is the only mention 
of this offering in Leviticus. It is called an “ordination offering.” The 
Hebrew word translated, “ordination” is usually translated “filling.” 
This offering is an appeal to God to fill the priest with his spirit in 
order that they might fulfill their calling as priests. 

• This offering is unique in that the blood of the sacrifice is actually put 
on the bodies of the priests. Their right ears, right thumbs, and right 
big toes were smeared with blood from the ram. While no specific 
mention is made of the meaning of this in the text, we believe that the 
blood on their ears symbolized their willingness to listen to God, the 
blood on their right thumbs symbolized their willingness to do the 
will of God, and the blood on their right big toes symbolized their 
willingness to go where God required them to go. 

• In this way, the priests were vowing to do the will of God. 
 
Verse 30 
Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood from the 
altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his garments and on his sons and 
their garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments and his sons 
and their garments. 

• The priests and their garments were then consecrated to YHWH by 
oil, the symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, and blood, the symbol of 
atonement and forgiveness. They are set apart as ready to serve, not 
because of who they are, but because of the power and forgiveness of 
God. 

 
Verse 31 
Moses then said to Aaron and his sons, “Cook the meat at the entrance to 
the Tent of Meeting and eat it there with the bread from the basket of 
ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons are to 
eat it.’ Then burn up the rest of the meat and the bread. Do not leave the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting for seven days, until the days of your 
ordination are completed, for your ordination will last seven days. What 
has been done today was commanded by YHWH to make atonement for 
you. You must stay at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting day and night 
for seven days and do what YHWH requires, so you will not die; for that is 
what I have been commanded.” So Aaron and his sons did everything 
YHWH commanded through Moses. 
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• Having vowed to hear the word of God, to do the Lord’s command, 
and to go where God sends, the priests are given an immediate test. 
They are to remain in the Tent at its door for seven days and for seven 
nights. This must have presented them with a great inconvenience. 
They could not leave the holy place for any reason. They were to trust 
God to care for them and to follow his instructions without question. 

• The text makes it clear that Aaron understood what was required of 
them and did just as God instructed them to do without question. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Ordination. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  
 
 


