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Leviticus 9:1-24  

 

Verse 1-4 
On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of 
Israel. He said to Aaron, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram 
for your burnt offering, both without defect, and present them before 
YHWH. Then say to the Israelites: ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, a 
calf and a lamb -- both a year old and without defect -- for a burnt 
offering, and an ox and a ram for a fellowship offering to sacrifice before 
YHWH, together with a grain offering mixed with oil. For today YHWH 
will appear to you.’” 

• On the eighth day, the day immediately after the ordination (see 
chapter 8) was complete, Aaron was summoned to begin his priestly 
work. He was to offer sacrifice for himself and all Israel before God. 

• Moses promised that on this day, God would appear before his people.  
 

Verse 5-6 
They took the things Moses commanded to the front of the Tent of 
Meeting, and the entire assembly came near and stood before YHWH. 
Then Moses said, “This is what YHWH has commanded you to do, so that 
the glory of YHWH may appear to you.”   

• Moses makes it clear that God’s revelation is conditional upon 
obedience. Only by doing as they are commanded to do will they see 
God’s glory.  
 

Verse 7-22 
 Moses said to Aaron, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering 
and your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and the people; 
sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make atonement for them, 
as YHWH has commanded.” So Aaron came to the altar and slaughtered 
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the calf as a sin offering for himself. His sons brought the blood to him, 
and he dipped his finger into the blood and put it on the horns of the altar; 
the rest of the blood he poured out at the base of the altar. On the altar he 
burned the fat, the kidneys and the covering of the liver from the sin 
offering, as YHWH commanded Moses; the flesh and the hide he burned 
up outside the camp. Then he slaughtered the burnt offering. His sons 
handed him the blood, and he sprinkled it against the altar on all sides. 
They handed him the burnt offering piece by piece, including the head, 
and he burned them on the altar. He washed the inner parts and the legs 
and burned them on top of the burnt offering on the altar. Aaron then 
brought the offering that was for the people. He took the goat for the 
people’s sin offering and slaughtered it and offered it for a sin offering as 
he did with the first one. He brought the burnt offering and offered it in 
the prescribed way. He also brought the grain offering, took a handful of 
it and burned it on the altar in addition to the morning’s burnt offering. 
He slaughtered the ox and the ram as the fellowship offering for the 
people. His sons handed him the blood, and he sprinkled it against the 
altar on all sides. But the fat portions of the ox and the ram -- the fat tail, 
the layer of fat, the kidneys, and the covering of the liver -- these they laid 
on the breasts, and then Aaron burned the fat on the altar. Aaron waved 
the breasts and the right thigh before YHWH as a wave offering, as Moses 
commanded. Then Aaron lifted his hands toward the people and blessed 
them. And having sacrificed the sin offering, the burnt offering, and the 
fellowship offering, he stepped down.   

• Aaron did everything just as God had said he must. According to the 
instructions in Chapters 1-8, Aaron was completely obedient. 
 

Verse 23 
Moses and Aaron then went into the Tent of Meeting. When they came 
out, they blessed the people; and the glory of YHWH appeared to all the 
people. Fire came out from the presence of YHWH and consumed the 
burnt offering and the fat portions on the altar. And when all the people 
saw it, they shouted for joy and fell face-down  

• God was entirely faithful to his promise. Because Aaron and the 
people were careful to be completely obedient, God revealed his 
glory to them. Fire came out of the Tent and consumed the offerings. 
Hebrews 12:29, reminds us that “our God is a consuming fire. 

• The people responded to God’s revelation with both joy and fear. This 
is the normal human reaction to the glory of God. It fills us with joy 
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and frightens us at the same time. These are also the components of 
our worship. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled You Will See the Lord. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.)  
  

 


