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Luke 10:17-24 
 
Verse 17 
The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.” 

• When the seventy-two returned they found that they had been given 
power by the Holy Spirit and that even demons obeyed them when 
they spoke in Jesus’ name. 
 

Verse 18-20 
He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from haven. I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.” 

• Jesus acknowledged that the power he had given to the 72 was 
awesome. Their power to confront the forces of evil had thrown Satan 
into a tail spin. These disciples had been given power to oppose the 
forces of Satan without fear. Nothing could harm them. 

• While their power over evil spirits was impressive, it was not God’s 
greatest gift to them. Their salvation was of greater importance and 
more precious than the power to successfully oppose evil. 
  

Verse 21-22 
At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 
Father, for this was your good pleasure. All things have been committed to 
me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no 
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one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.”  

• At that time Jesus began to pray thanking God for revealing the 
secrets of the Kingdom to those whom he had chosen. This is the 
moment in history when God is intervening to alter history’s course. 
He is showing the secrets of the Kingdom to those who are willing to 
see. But those who will not open their eyes are destined to miss what 
God is doing in and through Christ.  
 

Verse 23-24 
Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 
not hear it.” 

• Jesus told his disciples that they should be exceptionally thankful 
because that for which many had waited for and not seen, the coming 
of Israel’s Messiah, they were seeing.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Blessed Are the Eyes.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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