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Luke 10:25-37 
 
Verse 25 
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus, “Teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to be inherit eternal life?” 

• An expert in the law was a Bible scholar, a person who had spent his 
time studying the Old Testament and who was recognized by other 
Bible scholars as an expert in Bible matters. This man knew what the 
Old Testament said. 

• The question which the man asked was a test for Jesus. He either 
wanted to know if Jesus was a scholar of the Bible or into which 
camps of teachers Jesus fell. One group of teachers said that there was 
no resurrection of the dead. The other said that there was. This teacher 
may have been asking this question to determine into which of these 
camps Jesus fell. 

• His approach to Jesus is respectful and not argumentative.  
• He asks Jesus to outline for him the requirements necessary to receive 

the gift of eternal life. 
 

Verse 26 
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it? 

• Knowing the man’s status as a teacher of the law, Jesus turned the 
question back on him asking the man to give his opinion on the 
question first. 
  

Verse 27 
He answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’, and, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’”  
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• The man respectfully answers Jesus’ question by quoting two 
passages from the Old Testament: Leviticus 19:18 and Deuteronomy 
6:5. In so doing, he does not take issue with the subject of resurrection 
indicating that he does believe in it.  This indicates that the question is 
not a trap. The man is truly seeking to know how he can have eternal 
life. 
  

Verse 28 
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied, “Do this and you will live.” 

• Jesus told the man that he had answered correctly according to the Old 
Testament Law. If the man could love God perfectly and live without 
flaw, he would be saved. 

 
Verse 29 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 

• The man knew full well that not he or any other human had ever been 
able to earn his own salvation by his perfect love of God or his perfect 
keeping of the Law of Moses, so to justify his failure he introduced a 
technicality into the argument. He asked Jesus to tell him who his 
neighbor was. This was an attempt on the man’s part to show Jesus 
how ambiguous the law was and, therefore, how impossible it was to 
keep it perfectly.  

 
Verse 30 
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 
beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.” 

• To answer the scholar’s question Jesus told him a story about a man 
who was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. The man was robbed 
and beaten and left lying beside the road almost dead. 

 
Verse 31-32 
“A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the 
man, he passed by on the other side. So, too, a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side.” 

• The priest and the Levite would have been good Jews steeped in the 
traditions of Judaism. They would have been diligent about keeping 
the Law of Moses. They would have been among those considered 



 3 

worthy of eternal life. However, they both failed in their duty to love 
their neighbor as they did not even try to help the wounded man. 

 
Verse 33-35 
“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took 
him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’” 

• Good Jews, like the scholar to whom Jesus spoke, would have 
considered Samaritans outcasts and unworthy of any consideration. 
They would not have thought Samaritans qualified to receive eternal 
life. But the Samaritan in the story did act out of love for the wounded 
man. He showed what it means to love your neighbor. 

 
Verse 36-37 
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of robbers?” The expert in the law replied, “The one who 
had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

• Jesus asked the scholar to tell him which of the three he believed was 
“neighbor” to the wounded man. The man knew that it was the 
Samaritan and so responded to Jesus. Jesus told the man to follow the 
example of the Samaritan. 

• Jesus’ point was that our love for God is shown in our love for each 
other. You cannot say you love God and not serve your neighbor. To 
have eternal life one must love Jesus and trust Jesus. That love will be 
shown in the way we serve our neighbors. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Go and Do Likewise.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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