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Luke 10:1-17 
 
Verse 1 
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two 
ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 

• As Jesus moved toward Jerusalem and the final days of his earthly 
ministry, he was intent about flooding the entire region with the good 
news that the kingdom of God was near. To make that happen, he 
chose a number of disciples (Some manuscripts says 70 others say 72. 
We use the number 72 because it is the number given in the oldest 
available manuscript.), and commissioned them to go ahead of him 
with the good news. 

• Jesus did not send the individual disciples out alone. He sent them out 
in teams of two. This has been the practice of the Church since the 
beginning of Christianity.  
 

Verse 2-4 
He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or 
bag, or sandals, and do not greet anyone on the road.” 

• Jesus’ concern is obvious. There are many people who need to hear 
the message that he has to share and very few people prepared to 
share. Time is slipping away. The message must be taken to as many 
people as possible in as short a period of time as possible.  

• Jesus’ first instruction to these disciples is to pray! They are to pray 
for additional workers to carry the Gospel. 

• Second, they are to be prepared to meet adversity and opposition. 
They will be like lambs among wolves. 
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• While they are commanded to “go,” they are to travel light. They are 
not to take extra money, luggage, or even an additional pair of 
sandals. 

• They are not to be distracted from their primary task. They are not to 
spend time greeting people along the way from place to place. They 
are to be devoted to the mission they have been given. 
  

Verse 5-7 
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If a man of 
peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Stay 
in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker 
deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.”  

• The disciples were to stay with a willing family in each village. They 
were to be good guests, not imposing on the host family but receiving 
what was offered to them gratefully. They were not to move around 
from house to house but were to stay with the family that first 
welcomed them in each village they visited. 

 
Verse 8-12 
“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near 
you.’ But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off 
against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.’ I tell you, it 
will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.” 

• If the disciples are welcomed in any town, they are to preach the good 
news to the people there and heal those who are sick. 

• If they are unwelcomed in any town, they are to shake the dust off 
their feet and move on, but they are still to preach the Gospel as they 
go telling the people in that place that the kingdom of God is near. 
Sodom was a town in the Old Testament (Genesis 19:24-28) that was 
destroyed by God’s judgment for homosexual misconduct. God says 
that Sodom will fare better in the last judgment than will the village 
that rejects those Jesus has sent. 

 
Verse 13-15 
“Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more 
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bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. And you, 
Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the 
depths.” 

• Korazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum are all cities in which Jesus 
preached and did miracles. Tyre and Sidon are cities on the edge of 
Israel which did not receive a visit from Jesus. Capernaum was Jesus 
“head-quarter city.” Jesus’ point was that if the cities on the edge of 
Jewish life had seen what these three towns had seen, they would have 
accepted his message and repented of their sins.  

 
Verse 16-17 
“He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he 
who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy-two returned with 
joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

• Jesus said that those who listened to those he sent received him and 
those who received him received the Father. Those who rejected him, 
rejected God, himself. 

• When the seventy-two returned they found that they had been given 
power by the Holy Spirit and that even demons obeyed them when 
they spoke in Jesus’ name. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The 72.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.)  
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