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Luke 11:14-28 
 
Verse 14-16 
Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the 
man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But some of 
them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out 
demons.” Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. 

• A demon is an evil spirit that causes some illness or problem in the 
life of an unsuspecting person. The purpose of this activity is to 
disturb or even destroy the life of that person. That Jesus was casting 
out such spirits proves their existence. 

• The spirit in question prevented the man it possessed from speaking. 
When it was cast out, the man could speak. The persons who were 
there and who were not followers of Jesus attested to the fact that the 
spirit was gone for they could clearly see that the man could speak.  

• Some of those watching Jesus that day claimed that he cast out 
demons by the power of Beelzebub. Beelzebub is another name from 
Satan. Translated literally the name means, “Lord of the Flies.” This is 
probably a mocking transliteration of the name Baal Zebul. Baal was 
an ancient god worshipped by the Canaanites. Zebul means exalted. 
So the Hebrews changed the name slightly to indicate that Baal was 
just the god of the flies. 

• Others asked Jesus to give them a sign which would establish where 
he got his authority to cast out demons. 

 
 Verse 17-20 
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If 
Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this 
because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out 
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demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, 
they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, 
then the kingdom of God has come to you.” 

• Without them saying anything to Jesus about what they were thinking, 
he responded to their thoughts. 

• He first addressed the question of the authority by which he cast out 
demons by pointing out that if he cast out Satan’s demons by Satan’s 
authority, then Satan’s kingdom was fighting against itself and could 
not stand. It would be ruined by such internal struggle. 

• He then pointed out that their followers could not cast out demons at 
all. (The question, “by whom do your followers drive them out?” is 
satirical. Their followers do not have this ability. That is why the 
crowds were amazed that Jesus could do it.)  Their inability to do so 
stood as judgment against them.  They had no authority to cast out 
demons. This was a judgment against them because they had no 
authority at all.  

• Jesus contended that his ability to cast out demons was a sign that the 
kingdom of God was at hand. 
 

Verse 21-22 
“When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions 
are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he 
takes away the armor in which the man trusted and divides up the spoils.”  

• The man fully armed protecting his house in  Jesus’ story is Satan. 
Jesus’ point was that he was stronger than Satan and will destroy 
Satan’s kingdom.  
 

Verse 23 
“He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me 
scatters.” 

• Neutrality about/with Jesus is utterly impossible. If you are not with 
him you are against him  

 
Verse 24-26 
“When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I 
left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then 
it goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in 
and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.” 
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• Jesus warns that evil spirits are persistent. Once they are cast out they 
can and often do return to the person from whom they were removed. 
People remain susceptible to the same spirits. Unless they keep their 
guard up, the spirit will claim them again, often bringing other evil 
spirits with them when they return so that the person set free is worse 
off at the end than at the beginning.   
 

Verse 27 
As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, 
“Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.” He replied, 
“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 

• A woman in the crowd heard the truth in Jesus’ words and called out, 
blessing Mary for his birth.  

• Jesus responded to this woman by saying that those who are blessed 
are those who hear and obey/do God’s word.   

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Beelzebub. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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