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Luke 11:29-32 
 
Verse 29 
As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks 
for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah.” 

• In Luke 11:16 the crowds asked Jesus to give them a sign that would 
prove he cast out demons by the power of God. Jesus accuses them of 
being wicked because they ask for a sign, but even the sign would be 
interpreted incorrectly or ignored. They would not trust the sign even 
if he gave it to them. In fact, he was giving them a sign, the casting 
out of demons, and they were rejecting it. Therefore, Jesus declared 
that no sign would be given except the sign of Jonah. 

 
 Verse 30 
“For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be 
to this generation.” 

• Matthew and Luke interpret the sign of Jonah as relating to the three 
days Jonah spent in the belly of the fish and the time Jesus would 
spend in the grave. However, Luke relates the sign to Jonah himself. 
As Jonah was sent to preach repentance to the Ninevites, so Jesus was 
sent to preach repentance to the Kingdom of Israel. Thus understood, 
Jesus himself was the very sign of God to his people. 
 

Verse 31 
“The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men of this 
generation and condemn them: for she came from the ends of the earth to 
listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.”  

• The Queen of the South is the Queen of Sheba who traveled a great 
distance to visit King Solomon and learn from him. Jesus’ point is that 
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she will do better in the judgment than the Jews, for she respected 
Solomon, but the Jews would reject him.  
 

Verse 32 
“The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one 
greater than Jonah is here.” 

• Jesus said that the men of Nineveh who repented as a result of Jonah’s 
preaching would condemn the Jews for rejecting him (Jesus). 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Sign. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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