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Luke 12:1-12 
 
Verse 1 
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they 
were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, 
saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.” 

• At this time the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were looking for 
something to use against Jesus. See Luke 11:53-54. They wanted to 
use his own words to prove that he was not Israel’s Messiah. 

• On this particular day, the crowd which had gathered was 
exceptionally large, thousands of people. They were pushing and 
shoving to get as close to Jesus as possible. 

• Jesus began to teach. All present could hear his words but the primary 
target of his teaching was his disciples. These words were, first of all, 
intended for the disciples. 

• Jesus warned all present, but most importantly his disciples, to be on 
guard against the Pharisees because they were hypocrites. On the 
outside they pretended to be receptive to the teachings of Jesus. They 
seemed to listen to Jesus closely and one might assume they were 
interested in learning from him, when in truth they listened only to 
trap Jesus.   
 

 Verse 2-3 
“There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will 
not be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the 
daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will 
be proclaimed from the roofs.” 
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• Jesus’ point was that the evil intentions of the Pharisees would 
become obvious in time. Soon everyone would know that they were 
not his friends.  
 

Verse 4-5 
“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after 
that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him 
who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I 
tell you, fear him.”  

• The Pharisees had the power to kill the body. But Jesus said that 
physical death was nothing to fear. Instead, people should fear him 
who could cast them into hell. The one, the only one, who has that 
power is God. Jesus was teaching his disciples to fear God above 
everything else!  
 

Verse 6-7 
“Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is 
forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 

• Jesus wanted his disciples to understand that they were valued by 
God. He knew about the fate of a sparrow that had almost no value. 
He knows each hair on their heads by name or number. Jesus’ 
disciples were valuable to God. 

 
Verse 8-9 
“I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will 
also acknowledge him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me 
before men will be disowned before the angels of God.” 

• This is the heart of the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. They refuse to accept 
Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior. By refusing to 
accept Jesus they have condemned themselves, for Jesus will not 
accept them into the Kingdom of Heaven, 

• This is the heart of the Gospel. Those who acknowledge Jesus as 
Savior and Lord will be saved. Those who do not will be condemned 
to hell. 
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 Verse 10 
“And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be 
forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven.” 

• Part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to lead us into truth. He tells us 
that Jesus is the Messiah. The Holy Spirit calls us to acknowledge 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. When a person refuses to accept Jesus, they 
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit. They call the Holy Spirit a liar and 
reject the truth he proclaims.  

• If you do not accept the message of the Holy Spirit about who Jesus is 
YOU WILL NOT BE FORGIVEN for that act. All sin can be 
forgiven. But if you reject the message about Jesus you are lost!  

 
Verse 11-12 
“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers, and authorities, do not 
worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the 
Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.” 

• There is no need for those who have accepted Jesus to fear powers 
and authorities on earth. A second part of the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit is to empower our witness. So when Christians are brought into 
such circumstances as to be questioned about their faith, the Holy 
Spirit will give them the words they are to speak. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Whoever Acknowledges Me. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend 
Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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