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Luke 12:13-21 
 
Verse 13 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 

• Apparently there was a man in the crowd who thought that his older 
brother had not treated him fairly in dividing their parent’s estate. 
Deuteronomy 21:17 settled the way the estate was to be divided. 
However, disputes of this kind were common, as they are today. In 
Jesus’ day these kinds of disputes were decided by rabbis. So the man 
brought this to Jesus’ attention. 
 

 Verse 14-15 
Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 

• Jesus refused to settle the question by deciding how the estate should 
be divided. Instead he warned the crowd to be careful about being 
greedy. He pointed out that there was more to life than what we 
possess.   
 

Verse 16-17 
And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man 
produced a good crop. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’”  

• To drive his point home, Jesus told the crowd a story about a wealthy 
farmer who had an exceptionally good year. In fact, his crop was so 
large he did not have sufficient room to store it.  
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Verse 18-19 
“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll say 
to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take 
life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’” 

• The rich farmer resolved to tear down his old barns and build new 
ones large enough to store all his grain. This, he did, and then he 
resolved to take it easy until he died, for he had enough stored up to 
support him for the rest of his life. 

 
Verse 20 
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’” 

• But before the man could do what he planned, he died. All he planned 
to do to protect his future came to naught. 
  

 Verse 21 
“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is 
not rich toward God.” 

• Jesus explained that a life lived to build up a store of possessions was 
useless if one had not made peace with God. Like the man who asked 
Jesus to force his brother to divide the inheritance with him according 
to his expectations, the rich man in the story was a fool because both 
thought possessions to be more important than settling things with 
God.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Rich Fool. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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