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Luke 12:22-34 
 
Verse 22-23 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothes.” 

• In the previous passage, Jesus talked about the problem of being 
overly dependent or proud or comfortable with earthly possessions. 
He argued that our dependence should be on God. The “therefore” 
with which this passage begins indicates that it is a continuation of 
that lesson. 

• Jesus continues his lesson by telling those listening to him not to 
worry about what they will eat or wear. His point is that there are 
more important things than these.  
 

 Verse 24 
“Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or 
barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 
birds!” 

• Jesus points out that ravens have little value when compared to a 
human. However, while they make no provision for themselves, God 
feeds them. The implication is that since the ravens receive God’s 
care though they have little value, man, who has far greater value, 
will also receive God’s care.   
 

Verse 25-26 
“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you 
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” 

• Jesus points out that worrying over things changes nothing, so why 
bother doing it?  
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Verse 27-28 
“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow 
is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little 
faith.”  

• Next Jesus points to the lilies. He says that even though Solomon was 
Israel’s richest King, he was not dressed in such splendor as God gave 
to the lilies. Jesus pointed out that the blooms of the lilies last only a 
short while. He wanted his readers to consider that if God so lavishly 
dressed the lilies, they could expect even more. 

 
Verse 29-31 
“And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry 
about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom, and all these things 
will be given to you as well.” 

• Jesus said that we should trust God to provide our daily bread. 
• He then revealed the great secret. If we seek God first, everything else 

will fall into place. 
  

 Verse 32-34 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be 
exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

• Jesus explained that those who follow him should not be attached to 
their earthly possessions. In fact, Jesus’ followers should be generous, 
willing to sell their own stuff in order to help people in need. Their 
goal should be to build up treasure in heaven, not here on earth. Jesus 
said that what you value controls you. Therefore, we should be 
controlled by our desire to please God.  

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Where Is Your Treasure. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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