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Luke 12:49-59 
 
Verse 49-50 
“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it 
is completed!”  

• Fire represents the judgment of God which Jesus will eventually bring 
to earth. He is eager for that fire to come because it will bring the end 
of Satan’s reign and restore the order God always intended.  

• But prior to that fire coming, Jesus knew that he was to be crucified 
and die. This was the “baptism” to which he referred. The reality of 
his suffering and death distressed him, but he knew it was God’s plan 
for bringing salvation to us. Therefore, he was eager for it to be 
completed, for then the gates of Heaven would be open to all who 
believe.  
 

 Verse 51-53 
“Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 
From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, 
three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against daughter- in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.” 

• Jesus presents a choice which each person must make for 
himself/herself. Some will choose to serve him and accept him as 
Savior and Lord. Others will reject him and choose not to live to 
honor him. Those who serve him and those who do not will be 
divided from each other by their own choice. There will not be peace 
between those who live Jesus’ words and those who do not.  
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Verse 54-56 
He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. And when the south 
wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know 
how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you 
don’t know how to interpret this present time?” 

• Jesus’ point was that we know how to read the signs which predict the 
weather but we are unable to correctly read the spiritual directions 
God gives us.  
 

Verse 57-59 
“Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with 
your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the 
way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to 
the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not 
get out until you have paid the last penny.”  

• Jesus’ point is that God’s Messiah is at hand and the moment has 
come. One must choose to live life God’s way or to be judged as unfit 
for the kingdom of God. Jesus is the judge before whom all men must 
stand in the last judgment. If we do not make peace with him now, the 
judge will throw us into the jail, into hell, from which we will never 
emerge until the entire penalty is paid. There will be no mercy shown 
to those who reject Jesus and his teachings. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Figure It Out!  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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