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Luke 13:1-9 
 
Verse 1  
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 

• There is no historical reference to this event other than what is 
recorded here. Therefore, we are unable to elaborate on the incident 
which was reported to Jesus. Apparently, Pilate had had some 
Galilean Jews killed while they were offering sacrifices in the 
Temple. Thus, their blood was mixed with that of their sacrifices. This 
would be in keeping with what we know of Pilate. He was a harsh 
man.  
 

 Verse 2 
Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans because they suffered in this way?” 

• In ancient times it was believed people suffered as a direct result of 
their own sin. Therefore, some people might assume that these men 
were exceptionally sinful because of their horrible end.  
 

Verse 3 
“I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

• Jesus said that these men were no worse than others; in fact, we are all 
sinners and unless we repent of our sin we will all die. In fact, we will 
all die because of sin.  

• Jesus said that all persons need to repent of their sin before God.  
 
Verse 4 
“Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them -- do 
you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”  
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• The tower of Siloam was built into the southwestern wall of 
Jerusalem, probably during the time of King Hezekiah. It was part of 
the aqueduct which filled the pool of Siloam and fed the city with 
fresh water. Apparently a part of this tower fell killing eighteen 
people. Jesus asked if the crowd to whom he spoke thought those 
eighteen to be horrible sinners because the tower fell on them. He 
declared that those on whom the tower fell were no worse sinners than 
anyone else. 

• He told those who heard him that all men are sinners and that all men 
need to repent of their sin.  

 
Verse 5-7 
Then he told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but he did not find any. So he 
said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it 
down! Why should it use up the soil?’” 

• Jesus then told a story about a man who had a fig tree in his garden 
which did not bear fruit. He had been watching it for three years and 
it did not produce a single fig. So he ordered the gardener to cut the 
barren tree down because it did not bear fruit. 

 
Verse 8-9 
“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 
down.’” 

• The gardener urged the owner of the vineyard to give the fruit tree one 
more year to see if, with extra attention, he could get the tree to bear 
fruit. If the tree bore fruit at the end of that time, fine and good. 
However, if it did not, it should be destroyed. 

• God’s mercy is like that of the gardener. He offers us chance after 
chance to repent of our sin. But if, after all, we do not repent, we will 
perish. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Fruit of Repentance.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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