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Luke 13:10-17 
 
Verse 10-11 
“On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman 
was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was 
bent over and could not straighten up at all” 

• Jesus was following his normal Sabbath pattern. He was in the 
synagogue and, on this occasion, he was teaching. 

• In the synagogue Jesus saw a crippled woman. Apparently her spine 
was fused so as to make it impossible for her to straighten up. She had 
been in this condition for eighteen years. 

• The Bible says that her problem was caused by a tormenting spirit. 
Though the symptoms were physical, the root cause of the problem 
was spiritual. 
  

 Verse 12-13 
When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you 
are set free from your infirmity.” Then he put his hands on her, and 
immediately she straightened up and praised God.” 

• Jesus cured the woman by setting her free from the power of the spirit 
which afflicted her. 
 

Verse 14 
Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler 
said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on 
those days, not on the Sabbath.” 

• The person who was responsible for keeping order in the synagogue, 
the ruler of the synagogue, objected to what Jesus had done because 
Jesus did it on the Sabbath. He did not argue that Jesus had done a bad 
thing or had wrong motives for healing the woman. He just would 
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have liked it better if Jesus had done it on some other day. He thought 
that Jesus set the wrong example for the people by “working” on the 
Sabbath.  

 
Verse 15-16 
The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it 
water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day 
from what bound her?”  

• In response to the ruler’s comments, Jesus pointed out that good Jews 
broke the Sabbath law regularly by untying their animals and leading 
them from the stall on the Sabbath. This was clearly work according 
to the Law. He called them hypocrites, for they were not really 
interested in keeping the law, just in criticizing him.  
 

Verse 17 
When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 

• Those who were against Jesus were silenced by his argument for the 
moment. But the people rejoiced because the woman was healed. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Healed on the Sabbath.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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