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Luke 13:22-30 
 
Verse 22-23a 
Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his 
way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going 
to be saved?” 

• Jesus was moving towards Jerusalem and the events that would result 
in his death and resurrection. As he moved toward all that, he 
continued to teach the people he met along the way. This is a perfect 
illustration of how he expects us to spread the good news. As we are 
going through life we live and teach the word of God to others. 

• As Jesus taught on this particular day one person was concerned about 
how many people would accept the gift from God, eternal life, about 
which Jesus spoke. This man wanted to know how many would be 
saved. In essence he wanted to know if it was easy or hard to get into 
heaven. 
  

 Verse 23b-27 
He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, 
because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the  
owner of the house gets up and closes the door,  you will stand outside 
knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ But he will answer, ‘I 
don’t know you or where you come from.’ Then you will say, ‘We ate and 
drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will reply, ‘I don’t 
know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers.’” 

• Jesus did not answer the man’s question directly. Instead he told the 
man that there would be many people who would seek to enter the 
kingdom of God who would not be successful because they did not 
enter by the narrow door.  
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• The narrow door is a skinny doorway, not one which is wide and 
therefore easy to use. Jesus is the narrow door. There is no way into 
the kingdom of God except through Jesus. Only a certain few will 
understand that truth. Those who insist that they can enter the 
kingdom of God through some other way will fail. 

• At the end of life or the end of time, when the door closes, Jesus said 
that many will expect to enter the kingdom of God. But he who 
closes the door, Jesus Christ, will refuse to admit them because they 
did not claim him as their Lord while there was time for them to do 
so. He will tell them to go away because he does not know them. 

 
Verse 28 
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham,  Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but you yourselves thrown out.” 

• Jesus was speaking to people who believed that they would be 
included in the kingdom because they were Jews. He told them that 
there would be great sadness and distress for them because they would 
see the fathers of Judaism and all the prophets of God standing in the 
kingdom while they themselves were cast away. 

 
Verse 29-30 
“People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who 
are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” 

• Those who, from around the world, find the narrow door, Jesus Christ, 
will take their places in the great banquet in Heaven. But those who 
think they can get into the kingdom by any door other than Jesus, will 
find themselves shut out! 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  How Many?  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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