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Luke 13:31-35 
 
Verse 31 
At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 

• The Pharisees were not Jesus’ friends. They did not warn him of 
Herod’s desire to kill him because they were concerned about Jesus’ 
welfare. They wanted him to go away. In all likelihood, they made up 
the story about Herod in hopes that it would frighten Jesus into going 
away. 
  

 Verse 32-33 
He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ In any 
case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day -- for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” 

• Jesus told the Pharisees to tell King Herod that his work would 
continue on schedule no matter what they did or did not do. He was 
sent on a mission by the Father. He had a purpose to which he was 
committed. He would stick to God’s purpose and plan no matter what 
obstacles were put in his way. Not even threats on his life would 
deter him from his mission. 

• He was also telling Herod and the Pharisees that they had no power 
over him except that which was given them by the Father and that 
they could not stop God’s plan by threatening him.  

 
Verse 34 
“O Jerusalem. Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent 
to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” 
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• Jesus was looking out over the holy city, Jerusalem, when he spoke 
these words. He lamented over the city because the people of 
Jerusalem had so often rejected those God sent to them as they would 
soon reject him. He had already predicted his death in that city. (See 
verse 33) 

• But Jesus said that he loved the people of Jerusalem and would protect 
them from harm if they would only let him. But he knew that, in their 
stubbornness, they would reject him whom God had sent to them. 
  

Verse 35 
“Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me 
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

• The Temple in Jerusalem, the symbol of God’s presence with the 
Hebrews was taken away in 70AD. It has not been rebuilt to this very 
day. Its absence is the fulfillment of this prophecy. Jerusalem is 
desolate because the symbol of God’s presence with his people, the 
Temple, is gone and has been gone for almost 2000 years.  

• When Christ returns to earth and his feet touch the earth at the Mount 
of Olives, the faithful will greet him in the restored holy city, in the 
New Jerusalem, with the words, “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord,” just as he was greeted on Palm Sunday morning. 
After that first greeting as Messiah, Jesus was again rejected by 
Jerusalem. Soon they were yelling for his crucifixion. When he comes 
to Jerusalem again, he will come in triumph to reign. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Jerusalem, Jerusalem.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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