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Luke 14:1-14 
 
Verse 1-2 
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. There in front of him was a 
man suffering from dropsy. 

• The Pharisees were not Jesus’ friends. The invitation to the house of a 
prominent member of this group was a set up. The placement of the 
sick man so that Jesus could not miss him was intentional. It was the 
Sabbath day and the Pharisees were hoping that Jesus would do 
something for which they could condemn him. 

• The Greek word translated “dropsy” is a technical medical name for a 
particular medical condition. The person who suffered from this 
problem was retaining fluid excessively. His body would be swollen 
badly, his suffering quite intense. He would not likely have been 
attending a dinner party.  

 
Verse 3-4 
Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath or not?” But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, 
he healed him and sent him away. 

• Jesus asked the Pharisees to advise him about the legality of healing 
someone on the Sabbath. But they refused to give him their opinion 
on the matter. They would not speak to him. So he went away and 
healed the sick man.  

• The Pharisees had sprung the trap. Jesus had fallen into the web. 
• That the sick man was sent away indicates that he was there only for 

the purpose of trapping Jesus. He was not one of the guests at the 
party. 

  



 2 

Verse 5-6 
Then he (JESUS) asked them, “If one of you has a son or an ox that falls 
into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?” 
And they had nothing to say. 

• Jesus silenced the argument about healing the man on the Sabbath by 
pointing out that the Pharisees would do the same thing to help one of 
their sons or even an animal that was in danger on the Sabbath. They 
would break the Sabbath law to help a child or one of their animals 
that was in trouble. They did not respond this time because they knew 
that what he said was correct.  
 

Verse 7-11 
When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he 
told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do 
not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may 
have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say 
to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 
the least important place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, 
so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a 
better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow 
guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

• Remember that these events took place in the house of a “prominent” 
Pharisee. The guests were eager to be seen there by their host. They 
were juggling for the best positions at the table. 

• Since the plot to trap Jesus had failed, he was no longer of concern to 
any of them. He was not given any seat, let alone a seat of honor. 

• Likewise, the man who had been healed was of no importance. He had 
already been sent away. 

• Jesus’ story pointed out how inappropriate their behavior was. They 
were jostling over position to promote themselves. 

 
Verse 12 
Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers, or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if 
you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 

• This is, of course, exactly what the man had done. His party was for 
his rich Pharisee friends. All he could expect is that they would repay 
him by inviting him to their house in return. 
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Verse 13-14 
“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

• This is exactly what the man had not done. He had, in fact, had the 
man with dropsy in his house that very day but not as one of his 
guests. While Jesus had been invited to the man’s house, the invitation 
was disingenuous. It was a trap, not an invitation. The man was just 
like his guests jostling for the seats of honor. 

• Jesus’ point was that true blessing comes when we help people who 
need our help without any expectation of repayment. God blesses 
those who are a blessing to others. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  More Problems with the 
Righteous.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone 
Fellowship.) 
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