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Luke 14:15-24 
 
Verse 15 
When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, 
“Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” 

• This is a continuation of the story which begins in Luke 14:1. Jesus 
was having lunch at the home of a “prominent Pharisee.” He had 
healed a man there on the Sabbath day which had proved to the 
Pharisees that Jesus had no regard for their authority and was the 
fraud they knew him to be. Observing their bad manners as they 
proceeded to the table fighting over the seats of honor, Jesus told them 
a story about bad manners which had most likely offended them more, 
and then he told his host that he had invited the wrong people to his 
house for lunch. Jesus told the man that if he wanted to be blessed by 
God, he should invite the sick and the poor and the needy to his 
parties not just his rich friends.  

• One of the guests who was sitting near Jesus had heard what Jesus had 
said and, apparently, to put Jesus in his place said to Jesus, “Blessed is 
the man invited to the feast in God’s kingdom.” The speaker believed 
that he and his friends would certainly be at that feast, but Jesus, who 
he knew was a fraud, would certainly not be invited. 
  

Verse 16-17 
Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited 
many quests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those 
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’” 

• Jesus responded to the man by telling another story.  In the story, a 
man decided to give a great feast to which he invited many people to 
come. When everything was ready, according to Jewish tradition of 
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the time, the host sent out servants to tell the invited guests that it was 
time to come to the feast. 
 

Verse 18-20 
“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just 
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ Another said, 
“I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 
Please excuse me.’ Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t 
come.’” 

• Though all of the guests had accepted the invitation when it was first 
sent, when they were summoned to the banquet, each guest invited 
asked to be excused. The excuses were legitimate in the eyes of the 
one giving the excuse. But each excuse offended the host because his 
guests gave other things greater priority than they gave to his 
invitation. 
  

Verse 21 
“The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of 
the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind 
and the lame.’” 

• The host was angered by the refusal of those invited to come to his 
banquet. So he sent his servant out to invite those who were not first 
invited. The host opened the invitation to those who would not 
otherwise have been invited.  See Luke 14:12-14. 
  

Verse 22 
“‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still 
room.’” 

• The servant reported back to the master that even after opening the 
invitation to the poor, crippled, blind and lame, there was still room 
for more.  

 
Verse 23-24 
“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes 
and make them come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of 
those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’” 

• Because his house was not full, the master issued a general invitation 
to the community. Any and all who would come to the banquet were 
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invited to come. But those who turned down the invitation would not 
get even a taste. 

• Jesus’ point was that those who expected to be included in God’s 
great feast because of their position, like the Pharisees, but who put so 
many other things before God’s invitation would not taste of the feast. 
But many who did not expect to be  there would be. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  The Great Banquet.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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