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Luke 15:1-7 
 
Verse 1-2 
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear 
him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

• Jesus turned his attention to people who were not considered 
acceptable. Tax collectors were Jews who collected taxes for the 
Romans. They were considered turncoats by their fellow Jews because 
they worked for Rome. They made their money by overcharging the 
people. This was the accepted practice, but people always felt cheated 
by tax collectors since tax collectors always overcharged. For these 
reasons tax collectors were not acceptable people. Sinners were 
people who did not keep the entire law of Moses according to the 
teachings of the rabbis.  

• The Pharisees, already convinced that Jesus was a fraud, were 
confirmed in that belief when they saw Jesus hanging out with these 
people.  

 
Verse 3-4 
Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred 
sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?” 

• Though the shepherd has 99 sheep safely gathered, and even though 
the flock is in open country and not safely gathered into the 
sheepfold, the priority for the shepherd becomes the lost sheep. The 
lost sheep is so important that the shepherd takes a calculated risk. He 
leaves the flock unwatched and goes out to search for the lost one.   

• Jesus states that the shepherd will search until he finds the lost sheep 
not matter how long it takes. 
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Verse 5-6 
“And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. 
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 
me; I have found my lost sheep.’” 

• Jesus implies that finding the lost sheep was, from the being of the 
search, considered certain. It is not “IF” he finds it. It is “WHEN” he 
finds it. He will find the lost sheep. 

• The shepherd invites his friends to join in his happiness over finding 
the one sheep that was lost. 
  

Verse 7 
I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do 
not need to repent. 

• Jesus’ point was God’s priority was the lost one, not the ones who 
were already saved. Thus, tax collectors and sinners were of greater 
importance than the Pharisees.  

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Lost Sheep.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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