
 1 

Exegetical Notes - Luke 16:14-18 
“Bending the Word” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com 

 
 
 
Luke 16:14-18 
 
Verse 14-15 
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at 
Jesus. He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the 
eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly valued among 
men is detestable in God’s sight.” 

• The Pharisees were listening to the story that Jesus told his disciples. 
They saw wealth as proof that God loved and esteemed them because 
he had blessed them with wealth. Jesus said that they claimed that 
their wealth showed that God favored them above other people. 

• Jesus said that this self- justification was inappropriate. God valued 
other things more highly than wealth. 

• God looks on the heart to determine our worth, not on outward 
expressions. 
 

Verse 16-17 
“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, 
the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is 
forcing his way into it. It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than 
for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.”  

• Jesus proclaimed to the Pharisees that since the Law had been given to 
Moses, it had been the word of God by which the people of God were 
supposed to live. The Prophets confirmed this message. So the Law 
and the Prophets were preached as the word of God. 

• John the Baptist came preaching that the Kingdom of God had come 
and was at hand. He told Israel to prepare for the Messiah’s coming 
by repenting of their sin. 
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• Jesus claimed that at that moment in time everyone was seeking to 
find a way into the kingdom of God. Even the Pharisees were 
proclaiming that their way was the way into the kingdom of God. 

• However, Jesus said that not one letter of the Law had changed and 
that, while he was the way into the kingdom of God, the Law was still 
God’s guide for living. His point was that the Pharisees were bending 
the Law so as to justify their own behavior in the eyes of other people.   
 

Verse 18 
“Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 
adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 

• Jesus is using divorce as an example of how the Pharisees bend the 
law to suit themselves.  

• In the Law of Moses divorce is allowed. It is understood that a man, 
never a woman, may divorce his wife if she displeases him simply by 
giving her a certificate of divorce. In Matthew 19:1-9, Jesus 
acknowledges that Moses did allow for divorce. However, in Matthew 
19:8 Jesus says that God allowed for divorce because he knew the evil 
in the heart of man. God knew that a man who hated his wife would 
use his position of authority as her husband to abuse her if he had to 
remain married to her. Jesus also explained God’s intention related to 
marriage. In Matthew 19:4-7 Jesus quotes Genesis 2:23-24 
proclaiming that God’s intention was for marriage to endure until 
death ended it. Jesus taught that the only acceptable reason for divorce 
was adultery. He proclaimed this to be the rule of God. 

• The Pharisees were bending the rules saying that a man could divorce 
his wife for any reason. They did this to allow themselves to divorce 
their wives. They taught that divorce, for any reason at all, was 
approved by God. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Bending the Word.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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