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Luke 17:1-6 
 
Verse 1-3a 
Jesus said to his disciple: “Things that cause people to sin are bound to 
come, but woe to that person through whom they come. It would be better 
for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck 
than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves.”  

• Jesus’ warning in these verses is to “watch out.” There are two 
reasons for this warning.  

• Reason #1: There are many things that could lead us into sinful 
behavior. We need to be careful not to allow ourselves to get caught 
up in these things. 

• Reason #2: We do not want to be the cause for other people’s sin. It 
would be better to be drowned than to be responsible for causing a 
brother or sister, even one of very little importance, to sin. We need to 
be careful not to become the cause or the excuse for someone else to 
sin.  

 
Verse 3b-4 
“If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins 
against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and 
says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”   

• Here, Jesus teaches the proper spirit that should be between us as 
God’s children.  If one of God’s children does something wrong 
towards us, we are first to rebuke him. We are to point out his error. 
We are not supposed to overlook sinful behavior. If he apologizes and 
repents of what he did, we are to forgive him. Even if he repents of 
the sin and does it over and over again, each time he repents he is to 
be forgiven.  
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• The problem resides in the brother’s failure to repent. In Matthew 18, 
Jesus explains that if a brother will not acknowledge his sinful 
behavior as sinful behavior, given the process outlined there, we are to 
treat him as one who needs repentance. A person who behaves this 
way is not following the instructions given by Jesus.  

 
 Verse 5-6 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.”  

• The twelve apostles, not the larger group of disciples to whom Jesus 
taught these lessons (see verse 1) recognized that this matter of 
forgiving a repentant brother was a difficult thing to do, particularly if 
the brother in question kept repeating the same sin. They understood 
that this would require a great deal of trust/faith in Jesus. So they 
asked him to give them enough faith to be able to forgive. 

• Jesus responded that forgiving a repentant brother was not a matter of 
great faith. He said that it was a matter of little faith. Jesus said that a 
little faith was a very powerful thing. He said that a tiny little faith 
was so powerful that he could do impossible things. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Forgive Him!  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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