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Luke 17:20-37 
 
Verse 20-21 
Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with your 
careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ 
because the kingdom of God is within you.”  

• Jesus was questioned by the Pharisees about when the kingdom of 
God would come to earth. Jesus answered that the kingdom of God 
was already present. 

• The Greek words translated, “within you,” literally mean, “in your 
midst.” Jesus was literally telling them that the kingdom had already 
come, but they had failed to notice. He had brought the kingdom of 
God into their midst and they did not even see it. 
  

Verse 22-25 
Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Men will tell 
you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them. For 
the Son of Man in his day will be like lightning, which flashes and lights 
up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many things 
and be rejected by this generation.”   

• Jesus then began to teach his disciples about things that were about to 
happen. 

• He first told them that he would not always be with them as he was at 
that moment in time. There would come a day when they would long 
for the times when he had been with them in human form, but those 
days would not return again. 

• He told them that after he was gone, people would anticipate his 
return saying, “Here he is” or “There he is.” He explained that they 
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need not chase after such reports for when he returned they would all 
know. “All flesh will see it together.” 

• He then told them that before he left them he would suffer many 
things and be rejected by the very people to whom he came.  

 
 Verse 26-27 (See Genesis 6) 
“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given being 
given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood 
came and destroyed them all.”  

• Jesus said that just as no one listened to Noah prior to the flood, so no 
one would listen to him. People would go on living as they had always 
been living until it was too late. They would miss the warning of God.  

 
Verse 28-29 (See Genesis 19) 
“It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, 
buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.” 

• Jesus provides another historical example from the days of Lot. In that 
time, the people of Sodom, with the exception of Lot, did not heed the 
warning of God. They simply went on living as pleased them. So all 
of them, but Lot and his daughters, were destroyed. 

 
Verse 30-32 
“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day 
no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go 
down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for 
anything. Remember Lot’s wife!” 

• When the time comes for Jesus to come to earth in his fullness as the 
Son of God, there will be no time left to prepare. Those who look 
back and long for things to remain as they always have been will be 
left behind as was Lot’s wife. 

 
Verse 33-36 
“Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will 
preserve it. I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will 
be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; 
one will be taken and the other left.” 
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• When the day of his coming arrives, there will be a great division of 
people. Those who have accepted Jesus and chosen to follow him will 
be removed from the world and taken to heaven. Those who have not 
listened to his words will be left behind to suffer destruction on earth. 

 
Verse 37 
“Where Lord?” they asked. He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there 
the vultures will gather.” 

• This is a proverbial saying. It means that these events will happen 
where there are people who do not listen to the word of God! All this 
will happen because there will be people, many people, who do not 
listen to Jesus. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Where Vultures Gather.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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