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Luke 17:7-10 
 
Verse 7-8 
“Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Would he 
say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit 
down to eat’? Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready 
and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’?”  

• The word translated “servant” is the Greek word which means “slave,” a 
person who is owned by another person. Jesus said that the duty of a slave is 
to please his master. The slave’s needs were always subordinate to his duty.   

 
Verse 9 
“Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do?”   

• While a polite Master might actually say, “Thank you,” to his slave, it is not 
expected that the Master will do so, and the slave should not expect his 
Master to thank him or be offended if he does not. 

 
Verse 10 
“So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”  

• Jesus was speaking to the Apostles. He wanted them to understand that they 
were like slaves before God. Obedience to the command of God should take 
precedence over their own needs and desires. Their duty to God should be 
their highest obligation in life. Even after laying down their lives in service 
to God, they should say, “We have just done our duty, that is all!”  

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  We Have Only Done Our Duty.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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