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Luke 18:1-8 
 
Verse 1 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up.  

• The purpose of this parable is to teach the disciples to be persistent in 
prayer. 
  

Verse 2-3 
He said, “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 
him with a plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’”   

• The characters in Jesus’ story are a judge who is only interested in 
himself and fears no one and a widow who pleads to him for justice 
against an adversary. 
  

 Verse 4-5 
“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
don’t fear God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me 
out with her coming.’”  

• Jesus said that eventually the judge resolved to give the widow what 
she wanted simply because she would not go away otherwise.  

 
Verse 6 
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God 
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, 
and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
the earth?” 
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• Jesus said that God is not at all like the unjust judge. However, God 
will give justice to his children, Therefore, God’s children should be 
persistent in prayer bringing their requests before the Father and 
expecting him to answer them.  

• The last line urges us to remain faithful, trusting God until Jesus 
comes.  

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  The Persistent Widow and the 
Unjust Judge.  They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone 
Fellowship.) 
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