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Luke 18:15-17 
 
Verse 15 
People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When 
the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  

• People were bringing small children to Jesus so that he might impart a 
blessing to the child.  

• The disciples of Jesus apparently thought that this blessing of children 
was a waste of Jesus’ time so they attempted to stop the people from 
bringing their children to Jesus. 
  

Verse 16-17 
But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come 
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
like a little child will never enter it.”   

• Jesus called the children to come to him. He told his disciples to let 
them come and not to try to stop them from coming. Jesus said that 
the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like little children and 
that no one could find the kingdom except he become as a little child. 
Children are spontaneous, trusting, excited, dependent, honestly open. 
Jesus was suggesting that these qualities are necessary to be received 
into the kingdom of God.  

 
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Jesus Loves the Little Children.  
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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