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Luke 18:18-30 
 
Verse 18 
A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?”  

• The word, “ruler,” implies that this man had official standing of some 
sort in the synagogue or the community. The exact nature of this 
position is unexplained, but he was an important person.  

• He perceives eternal life as something which he can earn. He sees it 
entirely as his accomplishment. 
 

Verse 19 
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good -- except 
God alone.”   

• Jesus’ answer was designed to force the man to deal with his 
assumption that eternal life could be earned by being good. No one, 
except God, is good enough is Jesus’ point. 
  

 Verse 20-21 
“You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, 
do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’” 
“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.  

• Jesus mentions the five chief provisions of the Law. There are six. 
Jesus does not mention coveting, perhaps because this man did 
secretly covet the wealth of other wealthy men. 

• The ruler affirms that he has kept all of these laws since he became 
responsible for his own behavior. Outwardly, he has done everything 
required of him by the law.  
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Verse 22 
When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

• Jesus understood that this man was sincerely trying to DO what he 
could to inherit eternal life. The problem was that the man 
misunderstood how to be saved.  He needed to surrender himself and 
all he had to Jesus. Salvation is a gift given by God to those who trust 
Jesus to save them, not the result of some act that a person might do. 
Jesus was pointing out that this man’s profession stood in the way of 
his surrender to God.  

 
Verse 23 
When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great 
wealth. 

• Jesus asked the man to give up his wealth and to trust God to provide 
for him completely. The man became sad because giving up his 
wealth was the thing he was unwilling to do. He could not bring 
himself to trust God completely. He trusted in his own ability to 
provide. He could not trust Jesus alone! 

 
Verse 24-25 
Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

• Because the rich depend on their wealth and not on God, it is hard for 
them to trust only Jesus for their salvation.  

• The “eye of the needle” that Jesus mentions is probably not the hole in 
a needle used for sewing fabric. There was a small gate, about four 
feet by two feet in size, cut into the larger gate in the walls of city 
back then. This tiny gate was for letting someone into the city or out 
of it when the large gate was closed. This tiny gate was called “the 
eye of the needle.” A man would have to bend over to go through this 
tiny gate. A horse or a camel could not get through it without great 
difficulty. 

 
Verse 26 
Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 
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• Those who heard Jesus got the point of his story. Salvation is NOT 
possible for any man who hopes to be saved by his own merit! 

 
Verse 27 
Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

• Jesus again made his point. It is impossible for any person to save 
themselves from sin and death. You cannot enter the kingdom of God 
unless you cast your trust on Jesus. So, what is impossible for you to 
do, God can do! 

 
Verse 28 
Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

• Peter was somewhat concerned about Jesus’ remarks. He and the 
other Apostles had, in fact, left their families and their businesses to 
follow Jesus. They were indeed trusting Jesus completely. He pointed 
this out to Jesus. 

 
Verse 29-30 
“I tell you the truth,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or 
wife or brothers or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 
will fail to receive many times as much in this age and, in the age to come, 
eternal life.” 

• Jesus reassured Peter that those who gave up much to follow him 
would earn the favor of God. God would bless them in this life by 
giving them greater things than they had surrendered in this life in 
addition to the gift of eternal life. However, all of these blessings, 
including eternal life, were gifts given by God, not rewards which 
were earned. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  The Thing He Could Not Do.  
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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