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Luke 18:31-34 
 
Verse 31 
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of 
Man will be fulfilled.”  

• This is the turning point in the story of Jesus’ ministry on earth. The 
moment has come to fulfill all that was written about the Messiah in 
the Old Testament.  

• Jesus took the twelve Apostles, the inner group of leaders, aside to tell 
them what was about to happen. However, he does not ask their 
opinion about the matter. It is decided, and he informs them of the 
decision.  

• Jesus mind is set. He is determined to do the will of the Father. 
  

Verse 32-33 
“He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, 
spit on him, flog him, and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”   

• All these things are predicted in the Old Testament. (See Isaiah 52 and 
other places in the Old Testament.)  

• All of these things did happen in accordance with the predictions of 
the prophets and the words of Jesus. 

 
 Verse 34 
The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from 
them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 

• The significance of all that Jesus said and the urgency of it went right 
over the heads of the Apostles. It was hidden from them. As they were 
not prepared for the news, the Holy Spirit did not give them insight to 
receive it. 

(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Jesus Sets His Face.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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