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Luke 18:35-43 
 
Verse 35-37 
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was 
happening. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”  

• On this day, Jesus was approaching the city of Jericho. A blind man 
was sitting along the roadside outside the city gate begging. As 
Jericho was a major city on the route pilgrims used to travel to 
Jerusalem, the presence of a beggar at the city gates would not have 
been extraordinary. In fact, this was probably the spot this beggar 
occupied day after day. 

• The crowd which had gathered around Jesus was making a 
commotion which the blind beggar could hear, but as he could not see, 
he could not understand. So he asked those near him what was 
happening. 

• They told him the Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. Obviously Jesus 
was known, at least my reputation, in the area around Jericho. 
  

Verse 38 
He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”   

• The blind man began to call out to Jesus. However, he calls Jesus by a 
different title. When he asked what was going on he was told that 
Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. This title, “Jesus of Nazareth,” 
simply meant Jesus from Nazareth. The blind man calls out to “Jesus, 
Son of David.” This is a Messianic title. The use of this title tells us 
that the blind man believed, or at least hoped, that Jesus was Israel’s 
Messiah, not just a man from Nazareth.  

• The man pleads for mercy from Israel’s Messiah. He is begging Jesus 
to help him. 
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 Verse 39 
Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he 
shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

• People in the crowd around Jesus told the blind man to be quiet. They 
apparently thought that a blind beggar was not important enough to 
bother Jesus of Nazareth. 

• But the blind man redoubled his efforts to get Jesus’ attention.  
 
Verse 40-41a 
Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came 
near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

• But Jesus had the man brought to him. And when the man came near 
to him Jesus asked the man what it was that he wanted.  

 
Verse 41b 
“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 

• The man confessed that what he wanted from Jesus was to see. 
 
Verse 42-43 
Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When 
all the people saw it, they also praised God. 

• When everyone else was calling Jesus, “Jesus of Nazareth,” the blind 
man identified him as Israel’s Messiah. This showed that he believed 
Jesus was Israel’s Messiah or hoped this to be so. He had to accept 
this as an act of faith. 

• This faith in Jesus was sufficient to bring the man’s healing. 
• The man was given his sight, and he praised God in thanksgiving for 

what he had received. 
• The crowd also praised God for they also recognized that the healing 

was God’s gift. 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  Receive Your Sight.  They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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