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Luke 19:1-10 
 
Verse 1-4 
Jesus entered Jericho, and was passing through. A man was there by the 
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He 
wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because 
of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, 
since Jesus was coming that way.  

• As Jesus entered the city of Jericho a crowd following him causes a 
commotion. The chief, or head, tax collector, a man named 
Zacchaeus, wanted to see Jesus but was not allowed in by the crowd. 
Because he was a tax collector and worked for the Romans, taking 
taxes for them from his fellow Jews, he was considered an outcast and 
was scorned by his countrymen. 

• Tax collectors earned their money by overcharging people on their 
taxes. As this man was “wealthy” it implies that he was good at 
overcharging. Thus, his dislike among the people was increased. 

• Zacchaeus was also very short. Thus, the crowd was intentionally 
shutting him out and keeping him from his goal which was to see 
Jesus. 

• So Zacchaeus ran ahead of the crowd and climbed a tree in order to 
see Jesus as he passed by. 
  

Verse 5-7 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came 
down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began 
to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’”   

• When Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree he called him out by name 
saying that he would be Zacchaeus’ guest that day. 
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• Jesus’ decision caused the people consternation. Zacchaeus was a 
societal outcast. He was considered religiously unclean. They felt 
justified in rejecting him, but Jesus chose to go to his house to eat. 
This put Jesus’ own standing within the community at risk. He was 
hanging out with unacceptable people. 

 
 Verse 8-10 
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now 
I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 
out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

• Zacchaeus was so moved by Jesus and the attention that Jesus gave 
him that he responded to Jesus by giving away half of his personal 
wealth and restoring all that he had gained illegally four times over. 
He impoverished himself because he wanted to honor Jesus.  

• While this act did not save him, it showed the change of heart which 
had occurred because he believed that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah. 

• Jesus turned to the judging crowd and declared that this was his 
purpose in coming to earth, to save those who were lost.  

 
 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  For Jesus He Wanted To See.  
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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